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•NESTORIANS—THEIR LITERATURE, &C.
BY REV. J . PERKINS.
To the Christian scholar, the language and 
literature of the Nestorian Christians are ob­
jects of much interest. Their ancient lan­
guage was the Syriac—the common language 
of Palestine in the days of Christ, and the 
same doubtless in which the Saviour himself 
conversed and preached.* This is still the 
literary language of the Nestorians; in it their 
books are all written, and in it they conduct 
their epistolary Correspondence. Though a 
dead language, the best educated of their 
clergy converse in it with fluency. Their 
'Written character differs considerably from 
that of the Western, or Jacobite Syrians, 
•which is the character best known to Europe­
an scholars. The former was never, to my 
knowledge, in type, until A. D. 1829, when 
an edition of the Gospels was printed in it by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. It 
much resembles the Estrangelo, and the Nes­
torians have some old books written in this 
character, and they still use it for capital let­
ters. The common Nestorian character is 
very beautiful, and so agreeable to the eye, 
that members of our mission, when incapaci­
tated by ophthalmy from reading English 
without pain, arc able to read it with but little 
inconvenience.—The vowels used by the Nes­
torians are points, and not the Greek vowels 
inverted, as used by the Western Syrians.
The vernacular language of the Nestorians 
is a modern dialect of the ancient Syriac, 
much barbarized by inversions, contractions 
and abbreviations, and by the introduction of a 
great number of Persian, Turkish and Koor- 
dish words, each class prevailing, in given 
districts, according to their proximity to either 
of those nations. Thus corrupted, however, 
the body of the language comes directly from 
the venerable Syriac, as clearly as the modern 
Greek doe3 from the ancient* Some critics 
liave questioned this opinion, supposing that 
the language of the Nestorians is a modern 
dialect of the ancient Chaldaic, though all 
their literature is in the ancient Syriac, and 
their written correspondence is still conducted 
in that language. It is incumbent on such as 
sustain this view, to point out the difference 
between the Chaldaic and the Syriac, and to 
show that the spoken language of the Nesto- 
rians is more allied to the former than to the 
latter. I will insert in this connection a brief 
extract from a letter which I received from the 
first editor of the Repository; whose learned 
researches on this and kindred subjects enti­
tle his opinion to the highest deference. ‘Pro­
fessor Roediger,’ lie says, ‘ proposes to go 
•on and publish a fuller account of the Syriac 
language as now spoken among the Nestori- 
•ans. The views contained in your letter leave 
no room to doubt of the character of the lan­
guage ; nor that the Chaldean, so called, of 
Mesopotamia, is the same. I have myself 
had no doubt of this before ; although on in­
quiry of R-------— and of Mr. S---------- in
Constantinople, I could get no satisfactory in­
formation from either. The prevailing view 
among scholars at present is, that the ancient 
Chaldee and Syriac are, at the bottom, the 
same dialect; the former having developed it 
self in a more Jewish form and adopted a He­
brew alphabet; and the latter having been dif­
fused among Christians with a different alpha­
bet; i. e. one being a Hebraizing Aramaean, 
and the other a Christian Aramaean. A simi 
lar fact exists now, ill relation to the Servian 
and Illyrian languages. They are the same, 
or nearly so, as spoken ; but the Servians are 
Greek Christians, and use a peculiar alphabet; 
while the Illyrians are Catholics, and write 
with the Latin letters.’ I may add, that one 
of my respected associates, the Rev. Mi*. Hol­
laday, and myself, have taken some pains to 
compare the language of the Nestorians with 
the Chaldaic, as exhibited in the books of 
Danitel and Ezra, and at the same time with 
the ancient Syriac of those portions of Scrip­
ture ; and the result has been a most decided 
preponderance in favor of deriving this lan­
guage directly from the Syriac?
Very little attempt had been made to reduce 
the vernacular language of the Nestorians to 
writing, until we commenced our missionary 
operations. The ancient Syriac being a dead 
language, and entirely unintelligible tothepeo 
pie until studied as a learned tongue, it seem 
ed to us at the outset, quite indispensable to 
the due accomplishment of our object, to make 
their modern dialect the medium of written as 
well as oral instruction. Some theoretic phi 
lologists question the propriety of reducing to 
writing any of the spoken languages of the 
Oriental Christians, and perhaps- some other 
vernacular Asiatic languages, advising that the 
people shauld he carried back to the re-adop 
tion of their ancient tongues. Such philolo 
gists should remember, that popular language 
is not that tractable thing which will alway 
come and go at one’s bidding,'—and especial 
ly, march far in a retrograde direction ; that 
is an absolute sovereign, whom we may con 
ciliate, but whom we try in vain to coerce. 1 
may here quote another remark from Prof.
... ®ee an able and interesting article in relation to 
mu language in toe Biblical Repository, Vol. I. p.
Robinson’s letter. He says: ‘ There can be 
no doubt, I think, as to the propriety and ne­
cessity of cultivating the modern Syriac, in 
the manner you mention, any more than there 
is in the case of modern Creek. It is the 
language and the only language of the people, 
and must remain so, though it should be puri 
fled and refined, by a reference to the ancient 
language, so far as possible? We have, from 
the first, been fully impressed, in attempting 
to reduce this spoken dialect to writing, with 
the high importance of shaping it, so far as is 
practicable, to the very perfect model of the 
ancient Syriac; and we strenuously urge on 
the Nestorians the continued study of the lat­
ter, as a learned language. It is visionary, 
however, to suppose that they could ever be 
brought to adopt this as their vernacular tongue. 
By the blessing of God on our labors, we have 
succeeded in putting considerable portions of 
the Scriptures and some other matter into this 
new, and to the Nestorians, attractive cos­
tume.
Of the venerable ancient Syriac, once so 
highly and extensively cultivated, and so rich 
in its literary stores, as of the unfortunate peo­
ple who use it, we now find but little more 
than its ashes. The number of works at 
present extant among the Nestorians is very 
limited, and copies of these are extremely 
rare. The library of the Patriarch,—which 
had often been represented to us as absolutely 
prodigious, and might actually appear so to 
these simple-hearted people, who are acquain­
ted with no method of making books save by 
the slow motion of the pen,—is found to con­
sist of not more than sixty volumes, nnda part 
of these are duplicates. And no other collec­
tion to compare with this, exists among them. 
Three, five or ten books, for a large village, or 
a district even, has been regarded as a liberal 
supply. The few which they do possess, 
however, are objects of deep interest. Among 
them are found the whole of the Holy Scrip­
tures,—save the the book of Revelation, which 
exists in none of their manuscript copies, and 
seems not to have been known to them, until 
introduced by us in the printed editions of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. They 
make no objection to it in that connection, but 
readily recognize and acknowledge it as can­
onical. Their Scriptures do not occur in one 
olume, but usually in six, the division being 
follows: 1. The Pentateuch (Ovrata), 
copies of which are not so rare as of some oth­
er portions. 2. The remaining books of the 
Old Testament to the Psalms, with the excep­
tion of the two books of Chronicles (Bilme- 
twee)—copies rare. 3. The two books of
Chronicles (Dbereamin), copies of which are 
iery rare. 4. The Psalms (David or Mis- 
' ' ’ 5.
6.
moree)—copies comparatively plenty.
The Prophets (Nowice)—copies rare.
The New Testament (Hdctta)—copies more 
numerous than of any other portion, excepting 
the Psalms. In the second book of this list, 
occurs the apochryphal work, Ecclesiuslicus, 
or the Wisdom of Sirach (Haliumlha d'bar 
Secrah). The Nestorians have also, in a se­
parate volume, a work purporting to be the 
evelation of Paul (Gilecana d'Paulus), 
which is said to consist of communications of 
what he saw, when he was caught up to the 
third heaven.
The principal books containing the church 
services of the Nestorians are the following : 
1. Alternate prayers for each day in two 
weeks (Kdam Dooatha). 1. Prayers for ev­
ery day in the year except the Sabbath and 
festivals (Keshkool), 3. Prayers for the 
Lord’s day and other festivals (Hoodra). 4. 
Prayers for festivals not in Lent f Gczza). 5. 
Sorvices for the communion, ordination, bap­
tism. and consecration of churches (Takhsa). 
6. Legends of the Saints, read in the church­
es during some of the feasts (JKerda). 1. 
Marriage services (Barukta). 8. Funeral 
services (Onceda). A small Romish legend 
is also found among them, claiming to be an 
epistle that descended from heaven at Rome, 
about the year A. D. 777, being engraved by 
the finger of Cod on a table of ice ! After 
detailing a pompous array of signs and won­
ders that attended its descent, it proceeds to 
enjoin the observance of the laws of God and 
the church, and denounces fearful threatenings 
on the disobedient. It is entitled The Epis­
tle of Ike Sabbath (dlgertha d'Ilosheeba), i. 
e. it descended on the Sabbath. It is very 
little used by the Nestorians. Reciting the 
Psalms comprises a very considerable part of 
the daily church service of the Nestorians. 
The Gospels are also read, particularly on the 
Sabbath and on festival occasions. The Epis­
tles and the Old Testament, though less fre­
quently, are read in their churches.
The Nestorians have a book containing the 
laws and canons of their church (Sunhados*). 
They have also some of the writings of the 
Fathers (Avahatha), and Commentaries (Noo 
haree) on all portions of the Scriptures, some 
of which are very entertaining and instructive, 
but others are equally puerile. They have 
books of wise and moral sayings (Akuldaree, 
Shaper Doobaree), and books of philosophy 
(Peelasoopa), but ‘falsely so called;’ and they 
have rare copies of ponderous Dictionaries 
(l/cxicona) and Grammars (Grammatika).
The Nestorians have some very ancient 
manuscripts. There are copies of the New 
Testament written, some on parchment and 
some on paper, which date back about six 
hundred years. Some of these are written in 
the Estrangelo, and others in the common 
Nestorian character. The very ancient cop 
ies of the Scriptures are regarded with much
veneration, and preserved with great care. 
They are kept in envelopes, and when taken 
into the hands, are revereudy kissed as very 
hallowed treasures.
I find it interesting, in translating the Scrip­
tures, to compare the printed Syriac version, 
as also our own, with these ancient manu­
scripts. Slight diversities sometimes occur, 
not such as at all to invalidate the authority of 
either as a standard version; but, by the dif­
ferent location of a single dot, new light and 
vividness are often thrown upon a passage of 
Scripture. A case of this kind occurred a 
day or two ago. It was in Luke 24: 32, in 
relation to the conversation between Christ 
and the two disciples on their way to Em­
maus. ‘Did not our hearts burn within us?’ 
In the printed version it is yukeed, burn, the 
same as in Fnglish. But my translator, a 
Nestorian priest, questioned the correctness 
of this reading; and on referring to a manu­
script copy of the New Testament about five 
hundred years old, instead of ‘yakeed,' burn, 
we found '•yakeer,' heavy, or dull’, the differ­
ence being simply in the location of a point, 
which, in the one case, being placed below 
the final letter of the world made it Daled; 
and in the other case, placed above it, made it 
Raish. According to the ancient manuscript, 
the verse in question would read: ‘And they 
said one to another, Were not our hearts 
heavy (or dull,—reproaching themselves for 
being slow of understanding), while he talked 
to us by the way, and while he opened to us 
the Scriptures;’ a reading which certainly 
loses nothing of beauty and force when com­
pared with our own version.
Few as are the books of the Nestorians, 
their readers are scarcely more numerous. 
Not more than one in two hundred of the 
people—in general, only the clergy—could 
read when we commenced our labors. And 
such as read at all—their highest and most in­
fluential ecclesiastics even—are but very im­
perfectly educated. A majority of the priest­
hood can merely chant their devotions in the 
ancient Syriac, without knowing the meaning. 
Some of the bishops even, among the moun­
tains, are in this predicament. We have now 
about four hundred children and youth in our 
seminary and schools, who possess as good 
native talents as an equal number in any 
country, and are successfully studying both 
their ancient and modern tongues; and we 
hope soon to have many more thus employ­
ed. We have freely circulated the printed 
Scriptures in the ancient Syriac, among such 
as cap read, and have multiplied with the pep, 
copies of those portions of the Bible which * 
we have translated into the spoken dialect, 
and we need only the aid of a printer and 
press, to enable us to contribute far more 
rapidly and efficiently, to revive the dying 
embers of literature, as well as of pure reli­
gion, among this venerable people.
Biblical Repository, Jan.
THE DEAD SEA.
BY REV. J. CROLY.
The wind blows chill across those gloomy waves;
O, how unlike the green and dancing main!
The surge is foul as if it roll’d o’er graves;
Stranger, here lie the cities of the plain.
Yes, on that plain, by wild waves cover’d now, 
Rose palace once, and sparkling pinnacle;
On pomp and spectacle beam’d morning’s glow,
On pomp and festival the twilight fell.
Lovely and splendid all; hut Sodom’s soul 
Was stain’d with blood, and pride, and perjury; 
Long warn’d, long spared, till lier whole heart was 
foul,
And fiery vengence on its clouds came nigh.
And still she mock’d and danc’d and taunting, spoke 
Ilersportive blasphemies against the Throne;
It came! the thunder on her slumber broke—
God spake the word of wrath! her dream was done.
Yet, in the final night, amid her stood 
Immortal messenger, and pausing Heaven 
Pleaded with man, but she was quite imbued—
Her last hour waned—she scorn’d to be forgiven!
’Twas done!—Down pour’d at once the sulphurous 
shower,
Down stoop’d in flame, the heavens’ red canopy, 
Oh! for the arm of God in that fierce houf!
’Twas vain, nor help of God or man was nigh.
They rush, thej' bound, they howl, the men of sin; 
Still stoop’d the cloud, still burst the thicker blaze! 
The earthquake heav’d then sank to hideous din! 
Yon wave of darkness o’er their ashes strays.
When the Syriac literature was in its greatest 
prosperity, the Greek literature was much cultivated 
by the Syrians, who introduced almost innumerable 
terms on religious, moral and philosophic subjects 
from the Greek into their own language. This 
word, Sunhades (Synod,) is an idstance, and sever­
al others will follow.
Now he hates, his chains, abhors his vileness; 
his spirit breaks away from his bondage, and 
he rises to the liberty and purity of the sons 
of God. 1 here is an energy and power in 
crucified love, that when it beams on the soul, 
melts, and humbles, and exalts it. Such 
sympathies felt, and such sacrifices made for 
this living, mysterious faculty within me. 
Heaven and earth moved in concert for '.he im­
mortal principle that beats and breaths here! 
Ah, exclaims the conscious 3inner, I will 
revere my being! I will cherish my hopes! 
This mighty motive will yet bring a world of 
rebellion to submission and obedience in filial 
confidence and lew
THE GLORY OF SCOTLAND.
There is one kind of institution that never 
has been set up in a country, without deceiv­
ing and degrading its people; and another 
kind of institution that never has been set up 
in a country, without raising both the comfort 
and the character of its families. We leave 
it to the policy of our sister kingdom, by the 
pomp and the pretension of her charities, to 
disguise the wretchedness which she cannot 
do away. The glory of Scotland lies in her 
schools. Out of the abundance of her moral 
and literary wealth, that wealth which com­
munication cannot dissipate—that wealth 
which its possessor may spread and multiply 
among thousands, and yet be as affluent as 
ever—that wealth, which grows by competi­
tion, instead of being exhausted—this is what, 
we trust, she will be ever ready to bestow on 
all her peoplp. Silver and gold she may 
hare none—but such as she has she will 
give—she will send them to school. She 
cannot make pensioners of them—but will, if 
they like, make scholars of them. She will 
give them of that food by which she nurses 
and sustains all her offspring—by which she 
renders wise the poorest of her children—by 
which, if there be truth in our text, she puts 
into many a single cottager, a glory surpass­
ing that of the mightiest potentates in our 
world. To hold out any other boon, is to 
hold out a promise which she and no country 
in the universe, can ever realize—it is to de­
coy, and then most wretchedly to deceive—it 
is to put on a front of invitation, by which 
numbers are allured to hunger, and nakedness, 
and contempt. It is to spread a table, and to 
hang out such signals of hospitality, as draw 
around it a multitude expecting to be fed, and 
who find that they must famish over a scanty 
entertainment. A system, replete with prac­
tical mischief, can put on the semblance of 
charity, even as Satan, the father of all lying 
and deceitful promises, can put on the sem­
blance of an angel of light. But, we trust, 
that the country in which we live will ever be 
preserved from the cruelty of its tender mer­
cies—that she will keep by her schools, and 
criptures, and her moralizing process; and 
that, instead of vainly attempting so to force 
the exuberance of nature, as to meet and sat­
isfy the demands of a population, whom she 
has led astray, she will make it her constant 
aim so to exalt her population as to establish 
every interest that belongs to them, on the 
foundation of their own worth and their own 
capabilities—-that taunted, as she has been, 
by her contemptuous neighbor, for the pov­
erty of her soil, she will at least prove, by 
deed and by example, that it is fitted to sus­
tain an erect, and honorable, and high-mind­
ed peasantry; and leaving England to enjoy 
the fatness of her own fields, and a compla­
cency with her ovm institutions, that we shall 
make a clean escape from her error, and nev­
er again be entangled therein—that unseduced 
by the false lights of a mistaken philanthropy, 
and mistaken patriotism, we shall be enabled 
to hold on in the way of our ancestor; to 
ward off every near and threatening blight 
from the character of our beloved peoples; and 
so to labour with the manhood of the present, 
and the boyhood of the coming generation, as 
to enrich our land with that wisdom which is 
more precios than gold, and that righteous­
ness which exalteth a kingdom.—Chalmers.
interest? at the same time placing upon the 
table a sum amounting to about double that 
which had been so generously advanced. 
The visiter then declared that he was Mr. L
------ , at the head of a commercial house at
Bordeaux, in great prosperity, which he owed
entirely to M. Strazewich. Mr. L------ then
urged his benefactor to come and visit his fam­
ily, who would receive him with open arms. 
M. Strazewich received the original sum ad­
vanced, but refused the interest, declaring 
that he could never make up his mind to de­
rive any profit from money laid out under 
such circumstances. He expressed his ac-
knowledgm--...... - >—•*
deaux, but declined it, resolving to maintain 
his independence. This noble-minded Pole 
is the author of the beautiful work, with en­
gravings, entitled Lcs Polonais et les Polo­
naises.
HEBREW MELODY.
‘Tribe of the wandersng foot and weary breast,
When shalt thou flee away and be at rest?’ Byrvn.
Thou art fallen, O Israel! thou art scattered abroad, 
From the home of thy sires, by the hand of thy God; 
Once the honor’d the cherish’d the chosen of Hea­
ven,
Now forth on the world a poor wanderer drivenl
Thy children may sigh, for their lot is forlorn— 
Abandoned to exile, opporession, and scorn;
As pilgrims and strangers, unloved and alone,
They pass through all lands to no land of their own.
Wherever they dwell, or wherever they roam,
They never can find on this wide earth a home,— 
There’s a mark on their brow, and a stain on their
breast,
Which tell that l'or them there remaineth no rest!
That mark is the seal which was set upon Cain— 
The blood of God's Son is that terrible stain!
In the moment of madness and murder they prayed, 
That on them and their seed His blood might be laid!
O wild was the deed! and most fearful the doom, 
Which has followed that ‘hour’ of ineffable gloom, 
When with hearts and with hands set on fire of hell, 
Beneath their blind fury, ‘The Holy One’ fell!
Hath God cast them off? Are they never to gain 
The lest they are hitherto seeking in vain?
Are they doomed in their wretchedness ever to rove, 
Rejected on earth and rejected above?
No, no! their reproach shall be yet rolled away,
And the darkness that wraps them shall melt into
day—
And the light of their morn o’er the nations shall 
spread,
And their waking shall be ‘like life from the dead!’
Anew shall the harps of their fathers be strung, 
Which so long on the willows neglected have hung: 
And the song of the ransomed to heaven shall rise, 
The world listening dumb with delightful surpiise.
From the east, and the west, and the south, and the 
north,
The dispersed will come marching exultingly 
forth?
Ar.d onward to Zion their streams they shall pour, 
In their own hallowed land their great Lord to adore.
Jerusalem shall then be ‘the joy of the earth,’
Her streets all resounding with music and mirth; 
And the remnant of Judah shall ever rejoice, 
Singing praise to the Lamb with their heart in their
voice. W. iW’Gl
€ o m m u n i c a t i o n .
For the W t
POWER OF THE GOSPEL.
BY HON. T. FREEING HUYSEN,
The scruple is often heard, and sometimes 
from good men who have taken but short 
views on the subject, ‘What after all can you 
accomplish? Iniquity abounds, and the wick­
ed seem to multiply and wax bolder!’ True, 
sadly true; but they fail to inquire, what 
would the world become, without restraints ? 
abandoned to its chosen course, and the rein 
of indulgence thrown on the neck of every 
passion ? The Christian religion is healthy 
and purifying, and wherever it is inculcated, 
it will be to substantial purpose- It is adap­
ted to the temporal, intellectual, and moral 
wants of our race; it harmonizes with the 
constitution of our physical and moral nature, 
and if its influences ever become disastrous, 
it is because by perverting it we have made 
them such. There is nothing in all the unit­
ed universe that can so elevate and refine the 
soul. Take the most degraded from the 
haunts cf vice, and let the spirit of God seal 
the gospel in his heart, in the assurance that 
the Lord waits to be gracious, and notwith­
standing all his vileness will be reconciled, 
and remit all, and forgive all his rebellion and 
ingratitude; and his soul rises at the blessed 
thought; his bosom will begin to expand with
THE POLE AND THE PARISIAN.
The following narrative is going the rounds 
of the French papers;—‘Ten years ago, M. 
Joseph Strazewich, a young Lithunian enjoy 
ing a very large fortune, made a visit of 
pleasure to Paris, and lodged at the Hotel des 
Bains in the rue St. Thomas du Louvre. 
One morning as he was on the point of going 
out to keep an appointment, a young man of 
interesting appearance, in a state of great 
agitation, came into his apartment and said— 
‘You are a Pole: I have served with your 
brave countrymen under Napoleon. I know 
that they never refused to render a service 
when it was in their power. With this con­
fidence I came to tell you that I am suffering 
from an unexpected loss. I have immediate 
need of a sum of money (which he named.) 
To you this is a trifle; to me it will rescue my 
wife and children from despair? The sum, 
though not considerable, was too much to 
give to a man who had no claims, and who 
did not even mention his name. M. de 
Strazewich hesitated a moment, but the next, 
humanity overcame prudence, and he placed 
it in the hand of the supplicant. Upon the 
recent insurrection in Poland, M. de Starze- 
wich took up arms in the cause of his country; 
this being lost, his estate was confiscated, and 
himself again in Paris, as a refugee. A few 
days ago a gentleman entered his lodgings, 
and asked him if he recollected his person. 
M. de Starzewich answered in the negative, 
and the visiter then declared himself to be 
the person whom he had formerly saved from 
ruin, and said—'‘Though you may have for
Episcopal Observer. 
THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE.
The theological discussions of the day have 
partaken in no small degree of the restless spir­
it which has pervaded the world. There has 
been a disposition to except to the divine gov­
ernment, as disclosed in the revealed will of 
God, and to resolve his whole economy into 
certain ideal principles as indeterminate in 
their nature and purpose as the wayward 
minds of those by whom these theories are 
indulged. In this school, rationalism, trans­
cendentalism, and the numerous modifications 
of intellectual pride, which pass before us un­
der less dignified names, have their origin.— 
So long as these dogmas were confined to the 
mystic philosophers of the continent, though 
they spread a dark cloud over the land of Lu­
ther and Melancthon, their influence was be­
coming less dangerous as the light of truth 
was slowly exposing their utter unsoundness. 
But the spirit is now among us, a sad evidence 
of the caprice of the intellect, when the head 
is flattered at the expense of the heart; anoth­
er melancholy page in the history of the hu­
man mind, that great learning, without the 
cultivation of the self-sacrificing spirit of the 
New Testament, may leave its possessor in 
the midst of life and action, like the pyramid 
in the desert, as desolate as the sands that sur­
round it.
The tendencies of these semi-sceptical opin­
ions are kindred to those which are indulged 
by similar minds in other pursuits, producing 
a morbid sensibility, an artificial standard of 
virtue, ascending to imagined perfection, as 
the fervid genius of the teacher may he enkin 
died, and again sinking to dull reality, as the 
power which inspires him becomes exhaust­
ed. Hence the continual appeal to reason, 
separated from experience, the feeble appre­
hension of faith, we should say, the utter ne­
glect of that humble spirit of inquiry which 
distrusts itself, unless fully assured that it is 
based upon eternal truth.
There is a further view of our subject which 
exhibits the same principle, whose movements 
we have thus rapidly traced, in a more inter­
esting form: it is when the unquiet spirit 
which disturbs every employment, and fur­
nishes in the diversity of its results a philo­
sophical paradox, is divested of its ordinary 
influence, and applied to ameliorate the con­
dition of our race. Thus appropriated, the
purify and elevate our being, it becomes the 
dew and the sunshine of the moral world.— 
In the region thus freed from selfishness, the 
heart finds room for its constantly unfolding 
desire to promote the happiness of ourspecies; 
—thus the numerous schemes to lesson hu­
man suffering, to save the youthful delinquent, 
to minister to the wants of the undying spirit. 
Hence the continually elevating standard of 
general education, not merely in the variety 
and soundness of the subjects to be learned, 
but the growing belief that no system should 
be tolerated which does not depend upon the 
Scriptures as its sole model in the cultivationc* iXu Jiiiuii duu nr-ia. * «
prison loses its character as a place of punish­
ment, and is changed to a house of refuge or 
a school of reformation. The hospital and 
the alms-house cease to be identified with pov­
erty and reproach, and become, as they event­
ually must be, abodes sacred to sorrow, where 
the full heart can find opportunity to pour out 
its consolation, and own the common brother­
hood of our species. The maniac is no lon­
ger chained in a dark cell, or denied food and 
warmth ; he is now ‘ clothed and in his right 
mind? indebted under heaven to the noble 
charities of the age for all the comfort he en­
joys. The deaf mute, and the blind, are 
taught by a most interesting process, to un­
derstand their moral relations, and to requite 
in their full measure the claims of human re­
sponsibility.
But the crowning glory of the spirit thus 
subdued, is the increasing interest in the eter­
nal destiny of our race which pervades Chris­
tendom. There is now no portion of our 
globe, accessible to man, but is trodden by the 
missionary of the cross, where self-denying 
labors are performed amid every vicissitude 
and under every climate; deterred by no dan­
gers, he pursues his onward course, and finds 
at every step of his progress new causes to 
admire in the beautiful economy of Provi­
dence.
Even now our countrymen are on the shores 
of the Mcditeranean, theEuxine, and the Cas­
pian, in India and the isles of the Pacific, 
teaching the sublime truths of Christianity ;, 
and ere long we fondly hope, that not one of 
the five hundred millions of our race, who 
are strangers to our holy faith, but can ex­
plain! ,
‘ He is the freed man, whom the Truth makes free,' 
And all are slaves beside.’
We would ask then, if there is not in this lat­
ter view of our subject, a power which cab 
control the evil tendencies cf the age ? Do 
we not here discover a clue to the labyrinth of 
events which our day is unfolding, an all-per­
vading purpose to be accomplished by the 
same instrufhehts which, under another form,' 
are threatening the existence of states and em­
pires ? It is too true, that with all our philo­
sophy, we must here conclude that human rea­
son has reached its limis ; she can only won­
der, while admiring the wisdom which can 
convert the most opposite elements into pow­
erful agents for good.
We are not merely in the midst of astonish­
ing changes, but if we read but dimly the signs 
of the times, on the threshhold of a new era 
in the history of man. The great European 
powers, who but a few years since were in 
hostile collision, are now leagued together.— 
They struck the first decisive blow in the plan 
of their operations, at Navarino, and annihi­
lated the whole Turkish marine, while the 
Protestant, the Catholic, and the follower of 
the Greek Chinch, participated in the common 
victory. From that period until the present 
hour, the same purpose has been slowly but 
successfully accomplishing, in all the move­
ments of their arms;—within the last two 
months they have stormed a fortress, which 
may Well he considered as the key of Pales­
tine—a spot where a Saladin and a Richard, 
eight hundred years ago, contended for the 
mastery, and where Napoleon, though his 
arms had conquered Egypt and penetrated the 
desert, met with a signal repulse. The whole 
of that venerated land, where prophets, apos­
tles and martyrs long since sealed their mis­
sion on the cross, or at the stake, will soon be 
freed hom the Ottoman yoke. The Israelite 
may again return to the valleys of Judah, and 
in the spiritual worship of a new dispensa­
tion, revive the ancient glory of his race:—
gotten that act of benevolence, I have not.
I know your misfortunes, and am come tore-1 nobler purposes of our existence are subsexnoble impulses, as the love of God in the 
great scheme of redemption warms his soul.1 pay you the money so kindly advanced, with’ ved—chastised by that power who alone can
Then captive of ages,
The trumpet shall thrill,
From the lips of the Seraph,
O’er Sion’s sweet hill.
For vestured in glory,
Thy monarch shaft come ;
And from dungeon and cave 
Shall ascend the pale 6lave,
Lost Judah shall rise
Like the soul from the tomb.’
These momentous changes are occurring 
with a rapidity that defies anticipation. To 
the East, the eye of the Christian scholar and 
philanthropist is extended with intense anxie­
ty. When the religion of Mahomet shall 
have lost its distinctive character, it will 
the prelude to a still mightier revolution, in­
volving the most cherished and venerated sys­
tems ; while we, who are thus permitted to 
witness such stupendous scenes, mayreaffthe 
fulfilment of predictions uttered in far drstani 
times, but yet approaching through a series of 
mysterious dispensations, to the final catastro­
phe.
It becomes us then, to learn more’ clearly 
our relation to each other, and the world in 
whose destiny we bear a part; to elevate our 
conceptions above the temporary exci'^men’s 
of the day ; to regard every inhabitant of our 
planet as an immortal being, placed there that 
his moral nature may be disciplined, his mind 
expanded, his heart purified, not by the tran­
sient expedients of time, but by the higher 
teachings of eternity.
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REMITTANCES TO THE OBSERVER.
*#* There remains a large amount still due on sub­
scriptions to the Observer, before its removal to Cincin­
nati and Louisville. The attention of our readers is 
specially called to these dues. Remittances of them 
must be made to the Proprietor and Senior Editor.
* Remittances for all subscriptions from the com­
mencement of the present volume, must be made to 
Thos. R. Raymond, Publisher. It is hoped that the 
greatly increased value of the Observer, and the enter­
prise of the publisher will be generously and justly 
met by every subscriber by prompt advance payments; 
and that as new books iverc opened at the commencement 
of the present volume, all arrearages on former vol­
umes will be at once attended to as above.
Oxford Divinity compared with that of the Ro­
mish and Anglican Churches: with a special view 
to the illustration of the doctrine of Justification by 
Faith, as it was made of primary importance by the
Christ. By the Rt. Rev. Charles Petit McIl- 
vaine, D. D., Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the Diocese of Ohio. Philadelphia. Jo­
seph Wetham and Son. 1841. pp. 546: 8 vo. 
Concluded.
The polity and worship of our church have often
>een charged ivitlia dangerous proximity to Roman- 
sm. And it is not improbable, that the recent spread 
if the Oxford Divinity may be used to give color to 
the imputation. We admit the charge to be plausi­
ble ; but we maintain that the like specious allega 
‘ion of favoring error may he made against various 
scriptural verities and divine institutions. Truth 
ind error often appear to be near neighbors. The 
doctrine of grace approximates in some sort to Anti- 
nomianism, a holy non-conformity to the world may 
Tie readily run out into ascetism, high Christian zeal 
into fanaticism ; and we know that some Christians 
have repudiated the Sacraments on account of their 
supposed tendency to substitute outward formality 
for inward purity. In each of these instances the 
faults and follies of error have been ascribed to truth. 
And when the errors of the papacy are charged up­
on Episcopacy, we who hold the latter to be both 
apostolic and wholesome, are not greatly troubled in 
disposing of the accusation. We grant that ultra 
churchmanship is a considerable step towards Ro­
manism. And agreeing as we do with our late ven­
erable presiding Bishop, that our church standards on­
ly assert the apostolic origin of Episcopacy as a fact, 
we leave those individuals who draw from the fact 
inferences which are supposed to run into the terri­
tories of Rome, to defend their own positions. Sound 
Episcopacy is no more responsible for individual ul- 
traisms, than the doctrine of justification as held by 
the majority of Protestant bodies, is answerable for 
the false deductions of Antinomians.
It is easy to declaim speciously against Episcopa­
cy, as the original germ of papacy : but it would be 
no less easy to argue, even more plausibly, against 
the sacraments as the roots of still greater Romish 
errors. For it cannot be denied that abuses of the 
sacraments constitute the main corruptions of Rome. 
And aside from historical evidence, the fair presump 
tion is, that the perversion of the sacraments so in 
creased the power of the priesthood as to lay the 
foundation for the papacy. And when this was done, 
Episcopacy, with other primitive institutions, was 
gradually bent into subserviency to the usurping 
power. And if a zealous dissenter were to insist up­
on further reform by the excision of Episcopacy as 
the germ of papal error ; a member of a respectable 
society of Christians might turn upon him with a 
considerable semblance of fairness and say, ‘ friend, 
thou must go deeper in thy reform, and root out thy 
entire ministry and thy sacraments, for they are the 
unwarranted institutions and carnal ordinances which 
have produced the enormous errors of Rome.’ Such 
an interruption would at once throw our dissenting 
brother back upon the true issue, which is, whether 
Episcopacy be apostolic and primitive or not 7 And 
although we admit that the evils which apparently 
grow out of any church system may be urged as an 
argument against it; the magnitude of those evils 
depends greatly upon the position from which we 
view them. That our dissenting brethren, in their 
position, should not see eye to eye with us upon this 
subject, is not wonderful. And while we admit that 
our ecclesiastical system is not without its attendant 
evils, we see in it many conservative influences and 
wholesome restraints which do not pertain to other 
schemes. And if the question were one of mere ex­
pediency, aside from apostolic precedent and author­
ity, we could offer many good reasons for prefering 
our system. Other forms of government certainly 
have their dangerous liabilities. The congregation­
al form has left wide apertures for the entrance of 
dangerous heresies. And the greater portion of an- 
other large non-Episcopal denomination have com­
plained, how justly we say not, that with all the 
aid of a high and closely fenced creed, their system 
has not been proof against the lofty leaps and subtle 
creepings of error. In this country especially, we 
deem our polity peculiarly expedient. For, while its 
occasional over-shoots will be checked by the spirit 
of our institutions, its conservative strength will 
bear up against various injurious currents. And 
when many of the evils connected with the Anglican 
Church, as an established church, are pointed out as 
evidences of tlwconupting tendency of our system, 
it is easy to neutralize the proof by referring to like 
fruits or incidental ills in the established Church of 
Scotland.
These remarks are mainly intended for our own 
members, who may have been disturbed in mind re­
specting the advances of the Oxford Theology. And 
they form an appropriate introduction to a brief final 
view of this work, as an exposition of thefundamcnial 
errors of Romanism.
Among the denominational standards which were 
get up at the reformation, we know of none which 
exhibit more dis'inct and positive protests against 
the errors of Romanism than the Articles and Homi­
lies of the English Church. The author of this 
work, in showing the essential unity between Rome 
and Oxford on the subject of justification, has return­
ed to the original ground of the Reformation. He 
has shown that the doctrine of justification was the 
grand point at issue then, and by appealing to the 
standards and standard divines of the church, he has 
produced a work which we deem highly available in 
our still-existing controversy with Romanism. Such 
a work was needed in our American church. For 
the Roman Catholic Church in this country had be­
come so modified by surrounding influences, that ma­
ny were beginning to think its errors inconsiderable 
or much magnified. But although Romanism as we 
see it, is much changed in its exterior, in its funda. 
mental principles, and especially in the matter of 
justification, ‘the article of a standing or falling 
church,’ she tenaciously maintains her original posi­
tion. Many of the more offensive off shoots of this 
error have indeed been trimmed or cutaway, but the
root, and the stock, and the main branches are still 
there, only waiting for a suitable season and suffi­
cient space. It is important that Protestants should 
know this. And if they will peruse this volume, 
they will see the danger of giving any aid or coun­
tenance to a system which strikes at a foundation 
doctrine of the gospel. And Protestant parents will 
especially see the serious indiscretion of placing the 
young and tender minds of their offspring, either di­
rectly or indirectly, under the influence of a religion 
which seeks with a delusive zeal, to plant in the 
heart ,a self-righteousness which is one of the most 
fatal exclusives of vital piety.
Many individuals are deceived by the general pro­
fession which Romanists make of a reliance upon 
the atonement of Christ for salvation. And they 
argue, that if this be their doctrine, other errors are 
of small moment. Now we grant that such a doc­
trine may afford some charitable hope, and it is not 
for us to limit the grace of God towards individuals 
who may abide under it. But still it may easily be 
shown, that under such a general profession there 
may lurk errors which sap the vitals of the gospel. 
It is not improbable that the Galatians, whom St 
Paul warned as ‘fallen from grace,’ because of their 
deflection from the true doctrine of justification, had 
some sort of general reliance upon Christ. And the 
following extract from the volume before us, will 
show that such a vague dependance may admit of a
ness of the Scribes and Pharisees.’ The same pro­
fession of a kind of general or ultimate reliance up­
on Christ, as the meritorious cause of salvation,
| will be seen is put forth by Oxfordists and Roman­
ists.
real error of the Oxford divines. Both are upon a 
system of human merit, under different language, 
because both looking to within themselves, instead of 
to Christ, for righteousness betore God; while both 
speak of ascribing all to the merit of the Saviour’s
fusion of righteousness.
‘Thus it is obvious that the entireness oft^e con­
tradiction between the doctrine of this divinity and 
that of the Aiticles and Homilies, concerning the 
basis of our acceptance, is not in any v*se{fim*n*sh* 
ed by the profession of ascribing All meritorious 
causation to Christ.’
A small deviation from the g'and peculiarity of 
the gospel, ‘ that Christ is tie end of the law for 
righteousness to every one tbnt believeth,’ may seem 
at first view to be unimportant ; but it is a defect 
in the foundation, whic-’i may endanger the whole 
superstructure. The suthor of this volume has gone 
to the foundation of Romanism, and shown bow its 
original defects there have in a manner, forced its 
proprietors to resort to various devices and inven 
tions, and to make new additions from age to age 
until it has become the huge pile which we now be­
hold, with all its mystical and mishapen apart­
ments.
We wish we had time to conduct the reader from 
the basement through some of the principal cham­
bers up to the attic of this mighty structure ; but 
nr« iva..!.!— «.w uui ttuti.o. for fnTiber informa­
tion. And although an Oxford guide, by leading 
him through some of the less offiensive apartments 
only—by playing upon his taste for the antique and 
the mystical^ and by suggesting a few improvements 
here and there, might leave him with a tolerably fa­
vorable opinion of the whole: if he take our author 
as his conductor, he will in all probability, be satis­
fied with nothing less than a complete re-construc­
tion of the essential fabric, on a new foundation.
The charity which hopeth all things, may indeed 
hope, that there are yet individuals within the boun­
daries of the Church of Rome, who, like Pascal 
Fenelon and A Kempis, breathe the air of saving pi­
ety in the midst of corruptions. But the system, as 
such, we cannot but deem awfully dangerous, and 
when heartily followed, fatally delusive. And we 
would as soon think of encouraging men to encoun­
ter certain ship-wreck, in the hope of escaping to 
shore on fragments of the vessel, as of lending coun- 
ascribes every good and acceptable work to the grace I tenance to a system so thoroughly erroneous in its 
construction, though perhaps not literally unsound 
in all its material. We dread the least favor to-
‘ The Article (says Dr. Pusey) opposes the merit 
of Christ lo any thing which we have of our own, to 
our own works and deservings, as the meritorious 
cause of our salvation: and thus far, we believe, lit 
tie is imputed to us. It is so plain a truth, and has 
been so often inculcated by us, that every sin of man 
which is remitted, is remitted only for the sake of his 
meritorious Cross and Passion; every good and ac 
ceptable work is such through his power working in 
us, that little, I believe,has thus far been objected.’’
‘All this is very plausible. But precisely such Ian 
guage is used by the Church of Rome, as was show­
ed in the fifth chapter of this work. She makes the 
Lord Jesus Christ the only meritorious cause. She
t6 meri" Of Cbri«>- Sh« hold, 
hat the first Justification, that of a sinner's first 
coming to God, and necessarily without any works must be of the mere mercy of God remitting s,„s 
forChnst s sake. But the Church of Rome and 
the Oxford men agree that even in that case the re­
mission consists, notin the accounting to that sin­
ner of the righteousness of Christ, as the Homilies 
desciibe.l: but in the expulsion of sin from his soul, 
and the infusion of righteousness for Christ’s sake- 
so that when they speak of such a persons’s receiv­
ing remission of sins for Christ’s sake, their mean­
ing, and that of the Articles and Homilies, are en­
tirely different. When, however, they come to what 
constitutes the subsequent acceptableness of that sin- 
ner, in all his future course; while, with the Angli 
can Church, as above, that acceptableness is sim­
ply the being accounted righteous, through the im­
putation of the righteousness of Christ, from the 
first to the last of the Christian life, no virtue or 
work or grace of ours constituting any part of the 
ground of our acceptance, at the end, any more than 
at the beginning, of our race,- with Oxfordists and 
Roman,sts it is just the reverse. Acceptance, with 
tliem is wholly founded upon our own righteousness. 
The Law is considered as fulfilled in our obediencs> 
e a.e justified more and more as we grow in grace. The men s of Christ are only connected, a! it is 
irough them that any good work is wrought in us. 
^ut the whole process may go on without our ever 
looking to the cross of Christ; or even knowing 
enough of what he did for us, to be capable of ‘an 
erplwd belief in Ins atonement.’ Now with such a 
doctrine, the Papists and the Oxfordists may profess 
to ascribe all merit to Christ. The Papists may be 
sometimes more candid, than the Oxfordist, in some­
times ascribing in terms a modified merit to man’s 
inherent righteousness, while, at other times he 
professes to give all merits to the Saviour. But the 
difference is only in words. Do any men of Oxford 
divinity employ stronger language than the follow- 
mg: ‘He that could reckon how many the virtues 
and merits of our Saviour have been, might likewise 
understand how many the benefits have been that 
are come to us by him, for so much as men are made 
partakers of them all by means of his passion, by 
him is given unto us remission of sins, grace, glory 
iberty, praise, salvation, redemption, justification— 
merits and all other things which were behovefulfor 
our salvatisn.’f Again. ‘AU grace is given by 
Jesus Christ. True, but not except Christ Jesus be 
applied. He 18 the propitiation for our sins; by his 
stripes we are healed-all this is true, but apply it. 
We put all satisfaction in the blood of Jesus Christ; 
but we hold that the means which Christ hath ap­
pointed for us, in the case, to apply it, are our penal 
works.'$
‘Beyond this language our Oxford men cannot go. 
Thus far they may go. But notwithstanding all this 
the Council of Trent has decreed that the Justified 
can and do wertf eternal life. Bellarmine has la­
bored to prove that good works are necessary to eter­
nal life, not only necessitate preesentia:, as the way 
to God's kingdom; which all confess; but also ne­
cessitate ejficcntiai, as causes of eternal life. And 
•the most learned of the Papists hold that there is a 
due proportion between the works of the faithful 
proceeding from charity, and the heavenly reward, 
and that they condignly merit eternal life, not only 
in respect to God’s promise, but also for the worthi­
ness of the works, which are so dignified, they say, 
by the merit of Christ that they became truly merito­
rious, and do in Justice, according to their worth, 
deserve the heavenly reward.’^
‘Now such language, as this, the Oxford writers 
have not used. But they have used the equivalent. 
I hey constantly contend that our own righteous­
ness has a justifying quality, does fulfil the law, is 
the basis of our acceptance with God. They call it 
the only wedding garment in which the soul can be 
invested. But that which constitutes our Justifica­
tion is our merit, call it what else they please. ‘If it 
he a righleousnes in us: (says Hooker,) it is as 
much our righteousness as oursouls are ours.’ It is 
then a righteousness of works, as distinguished from 
the accounted righteousness of Christ. Differ as 
Romanists and Oxford-men may, as to the use of 
the word merit, in this application, when the former 
say that ‘our works arc so dignified by the merits of 
Christ that they become truly meritorious,’ they mean 
no more than Mr. Newman means, when he says 
‘that, through the merits of Christ, our indwelling 
righteousness is our justification; that the righL 
eousness in which we are to stand at the la«t day. 
ts not Christ’s imputed obedience, but our good works.’^
‘In this harmonizing, we do not diminish the ex­
cessive error of the Romanist; but we unveil the
* Letter, p. 41.
t Lewis of Granada, in Hooker on Justifi $33. 
{ Paulgarola, in Hooker on Justif. $33.
$ Bishop Downame on Justf. p. 549.
Lectures on Justification, p. 60.
persons, even as in another place, amounting to a le­
gion, six thousand: Mark, 5: 9. When the blind 
and lepers came to Jesus, they, and not their mala­
dies, spake, and headdresses them, and not their dis­
eases ; but spirits he addresses, which certainly
passion, applied through the Sacraments, and b“'tn- marks a distinction between the evil suffered and the 
cause of the evil. St. Luke notes it as a remarkable
wards it in any members of our church. Such fa*»i 
at the present juncture we should consider especial 
ly ominous. For we should consider those who 
cherished it extremely liable to be attracted into the 
speciously termed ‘via media' of Oxford. 1
circumstance, that when the spirit came out of the 
man ‘ it hurt him not.’ A very proper remark if the 
possession were real; as it displayed the power of 
Christ above that of demons ; but a very improper 
one if he were merely a lunatic, for we do not ex­
pect diseases to hurt men when they leave them.
No one, we conceive, can read the history of the 
two whom Christ dispossessed, in the country of the 
Gadarenes, (see Matthew 8: 28.—Mark 5: 1., and 
Luke, 8: 26,) without a deep conviction that some­
thing supernatural had befallen those unhappy men. 
Not to repeat the argument given above, regarding 
their numbers, legion, we ask how can lunacy look 
to a judgment to come 7 But devils may; they know 
that they are ‘reserved unto the judgment of the 
great day.’ Again, what meaning can there be in a 
disease beseeching Jesus ‘ that he would not send 
them out of the country.’ Or how could-the disease 
of two men enter into ‘ two thousand swine?’ But, 
if they were possessed of spirits, a legion of spirits, 
then the account given by the Evangelist is na­
tural and rational. ‘ I do not doubt,’ says Dodd­
ridge, ‘that this extraordinary occurrence was per­
mitted chiefly to prove the reality of their possess­
ion, and will always be effectual tor the conviction 
of every impartial inquirer.’
Mary Magdalene had seven devils, and yet it is far 
from certain that she was either a lunatic or epilep­
tic ; extreme depravity was probably the consequence 
with her, and hence they are denominated ‘unclean’ 
spirits, because they led their captives to work all 
uncleanness.
When our Lord was- accused of casting out devils 
by Belzebub the prince of the devils, it would have 
afforded him a fine opportunity, to disabuse his coun­
trymen of their mistake, as to possession, if they 
had been mistaken; but, he pursues a quite contrary 
course. He speaks of the demons as having an ex­
istence as real as Belzebub. He spake of him as a 
prince, and surely not a prince without subjects, not 
a superior without inferiors. He speaks of the 
spirits he had cast out, as the subjects and allies of 
the devil: he calls the act in which he had so re­
cently displayed his power and goodness, the cast­
ing out of Satan, a breach upon the kingdom of 
the devil: and a step, in divine providence, towards 
the setting up of the kingdom of God. Mat. 12, 22. 
&.c. From the whole we infer, upon strong grounds, 
that possessions were what they appear to be, real; 
and that satan and demons are equivalent to^ach 
other.
In the case of the woman who was bowed togeth­
er eighteen years, (Luke 13, 11, &c,) the evil seems 
to have been confined to the body. There is no 
evidence that she suffered morally or mentallv, or in 
any way except corporeally: and yet, here is satanic 
agency declared which no power hut that ofGod 
could destroy. Compare this instance with Acts 10. 
38. ‘He went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil,’ and we have proof, 
one would think, beyond controversy of a diabolic 
agency, in the days of our Saviour. To how late a 
date, after his days, this was continued, we are not 
able, nor is it necessary, to determine. We have 
one undoubted instance recorded, Acts 16, 16, call 
ed a ‘spirit of divination.’ The whole narrative 
goes upon the assumption that it was a real case 
I he historian says, she icas possessed: not that sh 
pretended to be, not that she was thought to be, but 
she, ‘was possessed with a spirit of divination.’ And 
St. Paul, who had power given him over unclean 
spirits spoke, not to the damsel, to desist from her 
deceptive practices, but, like his Lord, to the spirit 
‘I command thee, in the name of the Lord Jesus 
come out of her; and he came out the same hour. 
The same remarks are applicable to the account 
given chap. 19, 13—16. These are demonstrative 
in our view, that demoniacs were not mere lunatics 
and that when possession is spoken of it is not in 
conformity with popular prejudices, but was a real 
satanic agency exerted on the body or mind, or both 
of his irritated victims.
In conclusion we remark, 1st, that though the 
sacred writers do at times appear to identify posses 
sion and lunacy, as cause and effect are not unfre 
quently identified or interchanged, yet, at others 
they most carefully distinguish between them, as in 
Mat. 4, 24, and 10, 1. and v. 40, 41.
That the possessed were not merely madmen is 
evident, for at times, we find somelhing within them 
that reasoned correctly from correct premises, and 
uttered propositions which were undoubtedly true
2nd. Purality is ascribed to them. They are ad 
dressed as real existences—they speak—they hear— 
they act—they come and go. They are represented 
as strong, wise, malignant, and capable of conscious­
ness; all which cannot be ascribed to a disease of 
body or of mind, without hyperbole or an absurdity.
3rd. Such power in evil spirits over man, is con­
sonant with the whole tenor of scripture. Evil, 
moral and natural, is represented as having originat­
ed in a wicked spirit, and as being perpetrated 
through his malicious wickedness, lie began the 
work of destruction in Paradise, and still goes about 
as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. 
‘All that revelation makes known,’ we here quote 
the words of another, ‘all that human reason can 
conjecture, concerning the existence of various or­
ders of spiritual beings, good and bad, is perfectly 
consistent with,and even conformable to,the doctrine 
of demoniacal possession. It was generally believed 
through the ancient heathen world; it was equally 
well known to the Jews, and equally respected by 
them: it is mentioned in the New Testament in 
such language, and such narratives are related con­
cerning it, that the gospels cannot well be regarded 
in any other light than as pieces of imposture, and 
Jesus Christ must he considered as a man who dis­
honestly took advantage of the weakness and igno­
rance of his contemporaries, if this doctrine benoth- 
ing but a vulgar error; it teaches nothing incor.sis- 
tant with the general conduct of Providence; it is 
not the caution of philosophy, but the pride of rea­
son, that suggests objections against this doctrine.’
We conclude this already too much extended, 
and perhaps to many of our readers, uninteresting 
discussion, with the words of another writer, on the 
reason why this evil was permitted at the appear­
ance of our Saviour. ‘It would be very foolish to 
imagine that God suffered those unhappy persons to 
be possessed merely that Christ might have the hon­
or of curing them: but it is to be considered that 
the view under which Christ is most frequently re­
presented is as the great antagonist to the prince of 
darkness, and the gospel has its foundation in the 
victory which satan has gained over mankind. * * * 
It was certainly on this account a most wise and 
precious dispensation to permit the devil about this 
time to give some unusual proofs of his existence, 
power, and malice, in thus attacking men’s bodies-. 
which would naturally convince them what a dan­
gerous enemy he was to their souls, and what need 
they had of the patronage of Christ; as the sensible 
victory of Christ in these dispossessions would be a 
proofand specimen of that illustrious and complete 
triumph over him and his confederate powers in
POSSESSION.
Demoniacal possession, as commonly understood 
is for the body to be possessed by an evil spiritual 
power, exhibited by deranged faculties, mental and 
corporeal; instances of which were of frequent oc. 
currence in the days of our Saviour. 'Whether, how 
ever, the language of the sacred writers is to be un 
derstood literally or figuratively, has been question 
ed ;—questioned, even by some of honorable name, 
but generally by rationalists, falsely so called. In­
deed there is scarcely a fact, miracle, or doctrine re 
corded in the Bible, which rationalism has not dark­
ened by words without wisdom ; not a page over 
which scepticism lias not trailed its slimy folds. 
Scepticism and its worthy ally, would fritter down 
the whole revealed word into a tissue of figures and 
hyperboles. They have made a figurative fall, a fig 
uratne devil, a figurative hell, and a figurative re 
demption. We cannot forbear asking, why not 
make God, and heaven, and their own existence 
mere figures, and thus complete their system ?
It is affirmed by those who deny the existence of 
evil spirits, or deny to them any agency over man 
that the diseases ascribed to them, as lunacy or epi 
lepsy, were mere natural maladies, corresponding 
exactly with similar affections in our own times ; and 
that the language employed ‘ was adopted merely in 
conformity with popular prejudices.’ Our attempt will 
be to show that the style is to be understood literal 
ly, and that the possessions were real! that is, that 
a spiritual power, adverse to the happiness of man 
gained an ascendency over men which no power but 
thatoi God could break. It will not be necessary 
for us to determine whether those demons, or devils 
as our translation is, were ‘ghosts of wicked men 
deceased,’ according to some, or ‘lapsed angels,’ ac 
cording to others, or ‘a mongrel breed of certain an 
gels, called the sons of God and the daughters of 
men,’ according to others. Nor is it any thing against 
our position, to say, that the heathen understood by 
demons, the departed spirits of sages and heroes 
and use the term in a good sense; for whatever 
might have been the heathen notion, it is plain, that 
onr Saviour and the Evangelists use the term only 
in abad sense; however the epithets unclean and evil 
are frequently affixed to them, but never their con 
tiaries, good and holy.
Before entering on our proof, we may remark, that 
there is, so far as we can conceive,nothing unreason 
able in this doctrine. If evil spirits exist, we see 
notthatit is contrary to nature or to reason, to sup 
pose that they can exert an influence upon man.— 
Matter acts upon matter, as we daily and hourly ex 
perience ; and spirit acts upon matter, as we also 
experience. Why then may not spirit act upon spir 
it ? Why may not the mind be prostrated by any 
other spiritual agency 7 Our immortal part acts up 
on and by the material ; why then may not another 
immaterial existence do the same 7 If good angels, 
by a divine commission, hold man up, why may not 
evil angels, by a divine permission, cast him down 7 
That the Deity himself can, none will dispute ; that 
he can act by any agent he chooses to employ, none 
will deny. Thus the doctrine of real possession is, 
we conceive, neither impossible nor unreasonable.
We shall now, by way of establishing our views, 
adduce some of the principal facts narrated, and 
see whether the idea can be sustained, that the lan­
guage can be accommodated to vulgar prejudices, 
and not designed to express real possession. ]f it 
cannot, then the opposite is true, and the conclusion 
irrefragable, that evil spirits were permitted to har- 
rassand disorder the bodies and minds of men.
In St. Matthew, 10: I., we read that Christ ‘gave 
his disciples power against unclean spirits to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness, and 
all manner of disease.’ St. Luke, narrating the 
same circumstance, says (chap. 9: 1.) that he gave 
them power and authority overall devils, and to cure 
diseases. Either then, diseases and devils are not 
the same, or he uses vain tautology. That they are 
not the same, and that here is no tautology, is clear, 
from St. Matthew, who shows the different manner 
in which this power was to be exercised—diseases 
were to be cured, and devils to be cast out. We re­
fer next to the narrative given by St. Mark, 1: 23, 
and St. Luke, 4: 33, &c. It is to be noted here, 
that the spirit spoke, which can hardly be ascribed 
lo a disease ; and that it spoke in its own person, 
and in the name of others, ‘ let us alone, art thou 
come to destroy us?' It is somewhat unnatural so 
to personify a disease as to justify language which 
makes a grave statement that it actually spoke ; or 
if this be contended for, it is quite an anomaly in 
I figures, and hyperboles, to ascribe to it a plurality of
which our Lord’s meditorial kingdom is to end. No 
kind of miracles therefore could he more fit to attest 
his mission and to promote his interest among men; 
and hence it is that hardly any are more frequently 
and circumstantially described. This seems a suffi­
cient answer to the difficulties preferred, and a clear 
proof that we shall do no service to Christianity by 
endeavoring to disprove the reality of these posses­
sions, or by dropping the mention of the infernal 
powers in our preaching, how fashionable soever 
such missions may grow.’ * « *
PROGRESS OF UN-‘reserve.
Among the works recently announced in England, 
is the following: ‘Primitive Christian Worship: 
or the Evidences of Holy Scripture and the Church, 
concerning the invocation of saints and angels, and 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. By J. E. Tylep., B. D., 
late Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford.’
We trust the call for this new Oxford work in 
this country among all good Catholics, will be impor­
tunate. Might not a ‘Catholic or Universal Primi­
tive Society’ be formed for establishing a power-press 
at New York, for the speedy re-publication offac 
similics of all works of this kind, at the earliest pos- 
ible moment? We hope the suggestion may have 
due weight with those who control the destinies of 
Oxfordism.
FURTHER PROGREES OF UN-‘ RESERVE.’
In an elaborate and characteristic article in the Brit 
ish Critic for Jan., speaking of the modern degen 
erate state of the Anglican Church in contrast with 
what it was before the Reformation, the Reviewer 
say s : In ancient times, before the Church was first 
corrupted and then practiced upon [by the Reformers] 
the English were just as good Catholics as their neigh 
hors.’ [! !]
OXFORDISM AND WESLEYANISM—THE KEYS.
The Churchman mentions as a matter of editorial 
triumph, on the authority of Rev. J. R. Nixion’ 
late visitation sermon, that the Oxford Tracts are 
getting into circulation among the Methodist prea 
chersin England, and that many of them are ‘deci 
ded Oxford Tract men,’ and hold the doctrine of the 
power of the keys, as fully as any Romish Priest 
could do.
English Wesleyan preachers turning from the! 
one work of teaching and preaching Christ, and 
contending earnestly for the keys !—The adversary 
might whisper in their ear, that he had much rather 
they would spend their force in standing still and 
grasping the keys for the Pope, than continue their 
wonted assaults upon his kingdom.
MAN-IACONUS CATHOLICUS.’—ANCIENT COPTIC 
USCRIPT.
A young ‘Diaconus Catholieus/ correspondent of 
the Banner of the Cross, writing on the ‘Double 
Line of apostolic succession possessed by the HO 
LY CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ENGLAND AND 
THE UNITED STATES,’ speaks with a sort of 
valiant FnounE-like spirit, of ‘that branch of the 
Holy Catholic Church in England and the United 
States, which goes by the name of the Protestant Epis­
copal Church.’
If our ‘Diaconus/ will spend his force in making 
out one good line of descent, which (if he lives an 
learns,) he can well do,—to the satisfaction at least 
of all sound Protestant Episcopalians—that part 
the Holy Catholic Church called Protestant Episco 
pal, will, we hope, excuse him from any further la 
bor as to the duplicate, and permit him to ‘go by the 
name, of a very well-meaning young‘daconus cath 
olicus.’
We ourselves expect shortly (so soon as we shall 
find leisure to make the translation from the ancient 
Coptic manuscript in our posssession,) to refresh our 
readers with an Essay or Memoir upon a certain 
miraculous treasure of‘Catholic Saints’ Toes, Set 
in filagree work,’ and discovered with the parch 
ment manuscript, carefully concealed in a crypt 
a ruined Cathedral Church of the Copts:—the toes— 
the filagree work—the Coptic cathedral ruins, and 
the Memoir, all being the production of a Diaconus 
Catholieus of the pure mediaeval era of the Church
The peculiar value of the memoir we conceive 
be that it affords slight incidental evidence, that our 
line of descent comes through the ancient Coptic 
Church also. We value, above price, the toes, not 
only on account of their intrinsic worth, but because 
they will give us the advant age of having the pattern 
catholic toes when we come to that stage of the pre 
sent controversy at which our catholic deacons 
will be mainly occupied in the care of relics
THE CHURCHMAN’S LIBRARY.
A recent number of the Churchman comes to us 
with a Prospectus of the above work, (nearly a col 
umn nnd n half of brevier type) marked, we suppose 
for insertion in our columns, and an emphatic edito 
rial paragraph drawing onr attention to it in the 
same way. The editor says: ‘every churchman and 
especially every clergyman, who is not utlerly 
recreant to his name and profession, will rejoice hear 
tily and thankfully at the prospect which is thu 
presented of spreading before American readers, the 
richest treasures of doctrinal and practical Theolo 
gy-’
Now we are neither utterly recreant to our name 
of churchmen, nor our profession as clergymen,— 
and yet we cannot in Christian honesty say, we do 
so heartily rejoice in the prospect of such republiea 
tions as this Churchman’s Library is likely to give 
us. We wish not to give offence to the editors,— 
we entertain for them as scholars and Bishops of the 
church, high regard, and yet we must in times like 
these, respectfully claim the right to express our 
opinion of such a matter.
A Churchman’s Library in a trippTe, simultaneous 
ly issued, Monthly Series, is not necessarily, and 
a matter of course, as the Churchman would havens 
believe, such a Library as every sound Protestant 
Episcopalian of this country, would like to place on 
bistable in the readable and attractive form of a 
Monthly Periodical, or on bis shelves as containing 
only works of authority and permanent value.
The Library proposed as the Churchman’s, is to 
consist: first, of a ‘Theological Series, containing 
those works which—though useful to all who wish for 
a clear and distinct understanding of those ‘Catho­
lic verities/ upon which they profess to build their 
faith—are more particularly requisite to the clergy­
man, theological student, or scholar.’
The second is to be called'TuE Eclectic Series/ 
and is to be composed, says the Prospectus, ‘of the 
best articles in the various Journals and Reviews of 
the Anglican Church, alike interesting to the clergy 
and the laity.’
The third is to be called ‘The Miscellaneous Se­
ries, comprising such works,—of a less abstract or 
polemical character than those of the first—as are 
especially calculated to interest churchmen and their 
families generally.’
Now we have no disposition to be captious—much 
less, disrepectful toward the projectors of this work; 
but might it not in candor and fairness, better have 
been christened after the new Oxford nomenclature, 
—‘The Catholic's Library,’ Churchman’s, is too 
restricted for the obvious design of the work. The 
Chatholic, ‘Babble about Boohs,’ of one of the pro­
jectors of this Library, sufficiently indicates, if other I
evidence were wanting, the general tone of the mat- 
tef which it is designed to spread so widely before 
Amefican churchmen.
In the Theological Series we expect-—should the 
orkbe published, and we doubt not it will be—An­
glican Divines of only a certain school. Why is this 
held in ‘reserve,’ It were easy to condense the Pros­
pectus sufficiently to admit a fair schedule of such 
nglican works as are designed to constitute an 
American Standard Church Liberaturel’
The Eclectic and Miscellaneous Series, will give us 
reprints, from the British Critic and other British 
Periodicals, wholly or in part in the service of the 
Oxford school. Now we have no objection to these 
things filling the holds of every steam-ship from the 
British shores—and all Episcopal clergymen ‘not 
recreant to their name and profession,’ assembling in 
their robes on the capstan of New York, to do rever­
ence to the debarkation and to aid in putting into 
good American type, and selling at five dollars a vol­
ume, the said importation, and calling it, ‘American 
Standard Church Literature!’ But we should pre­
fer a little more candid particularity in the bill of 
fare, that our western laity at least, may understand 
whereof they are lo partake, and that they may 
have some other evidence than the ex-parte averment 
of the Churchman, that they ought to ‘rejoice heartily 
and thankfully,' for the opportunity of paying five 
dollars a volume beside heavy Review postage, for 
this forth-coming catholic publication.
OXFORD CHURCH HISTORY.
Professor Newman, of Oxford, is just bringing 
out a translation of Fleury.’s Ecclesiastical History.- 
Learned and copious notes may be expected in the 
Oxford vein. Arrangements will doubtless be made 
to re-print the work at the earliest moment at New 
York.
Ancient commentary.
Portions of a volumnious Commentary on the 
Scriptures as old as the 19th century have recently' 
been discovered by M. Munck, at Cairo.
THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.
The Protestant Mission of the Sandwich Islands 
have recently issued an edition of 20,000 copies of 
the New Testament, in addition to 10,000 copies of 
the entire Bible, published a short time previous.
PRIVATE MUNIFICENCE.
William Bartlett, Esq., late of Newburyport,
has bequeathed $50,000 to the Theological Semina­
ry of Andover—having previously given to the same 
institution, during his life, more than $150,000.—•' 
This is noble. When will our wealthy Christian lay­
men of the West begin in this way, to devise liberal 
things for Gambier 7 What way of Christian well­
doing is so worthy of all honor, so fruitful in bles­
sings to the church, as munificent patronage of this 
kind, of a Theological Seminary 7
SPIRIT OF THE AGE.
The original article on our first page, on ‘ Tux 
Spirit of the Age/ is from a manuscript address 
of a member of the Cincinnati bar—the Hon. B. Sto- 
rer. It will be read, we are persuaded, as the entire 
address was heard by many hundreds, with great in­
terest.
ORDINATIONS.
By the Bishop of New York:—Rev. J. RoseveLT 
Bayley, Deacon, to the order of Priests, in St. Anf-f 
drew’s Church, New York, on the 14th February.
CONFIRMATION.
By TMe Bishop of Western New York.—Feb.- 
21, in Trinity Church, Utica, twenty-nine persons ;' 
on Ash-Wednesday morning, in St. Peter’s, Oriska­
ny, eight; evening of the same day, in Grace Church, 
Utica, six.
By the Bishop of New York.—On Sunday, the 
14th, in St. Andrew’s Church, twenty-nine persons.
By the Bishop of Pennsylvania.—On the 14th 
Feb., in Gloria Dei Church, (Swedes,) thirteen per­
sons ; afternoon of the same day, eleven, in St. 
Thomas’ Church.
CLERICAL CHANGES.
Rev. J. H. Nichols, ‘engaged to officiate in Trin­
ity Parish, New Haven, Conn., one year from next 
Easter.
Rev. R. G. Howard, elected Rector of Prince 
George Church, Winyaw, South Carolina.
WESTERN DIOCESES AND MISSIONS^
OHIO.
CONFIRMATION.
In Rosse Chapel, Gambier, on Sunday the 2Isf. 
February, eight persons.
MISSIONARY APPOINTMENT.
The Rev. Hugh Kelley has been appointed Mis­
sionary under the ecclesiastical authority of the Dio^ 
cese within the bounds of the N. W. Convocation.
The Rev. Joseph Mayo, late of England, having 
resided a year in the Diocese of Ohio, and taken the 
necessary steps to being qualified to hold a Parish in 
the same, has become the Rector of Christ Church,- 
Liverpool, Medina county.
st. haul’s church, norwalk.
We rejoice to learn that the Rev. Anson Clark, 
has returned to the Diocese; and on the invitation 
of the Vestry of his former parish, has consented to 
renew his relation as Rector of the same.
One of his first official acts since his return has 
been the interment of a worthy and venerable mem-- 
her ofthe church in Lyme, Axros Woodward, Esq.-
(Obituary notice next week.)
SOUTH-WESTERN CONVOCATION.
The members of this convocation are hereby noti­
fied, to meet the Bishop in the city of Cincinnati, 
on Thursday before the 6th Sunday in Lent, which, 
will be the first day of April next.
JOHN T. BROOKE, President
March 13, 1841.
Christ's Church. Dayton, on Sunday, March
St. James’, Piqua, Tuesday,
St. Mark’s, Sidney, Wednesday,
St. Paul’s, Greenville, Friday,
Trinity, Troy, Sunday,
St. Matthew s, Hamilton, Tuesday,
Churches in Cincinnati, the remainder of
the week and Sunday, April
All Soul's, Sprinfield, Tuesday,
Grace, Berkshire, Good Friday,
St. Peter’s, Delaware, Easter Sunday,










The corner stone of the first Episcopal Church in 
the Republic of Texas, was laid at Matagorda, on 
the 14th of October, by the Rev. C. S. Ives, rector 
of the Parish.
Addresses were delivered on the occasion by the 
Rector, and by John Dunlap, Esq.—The frame for
©I)c Western (Episcopal Observer. 43
jje church edifice having been taken out from New 
^ork, and a considerable amount subsequently given 
o that city for its erection, the building will we pre- 
urne, now go forward without further interruption. 
We sincerely rejoice in the prospects of usefulness 
our Rev. brother. Would that more were ready to 
jjare the trials and successes of the work of the gos- 
1 in Texas. Bishop Polk, on a second visit to 
j'exas, proposes to consecrate the new church, the 
atter part of the present month.
GALVESTON, HOUSTON AND AUSTIN.
■The Rev. Benjamin Eaton reached Galveston on 
pe 14th Jan., and soon afterward visited Houston- 
pje has been elected to the Rectorship of both par- 
glies, and divides his time and services equally be- 
(vjreen them. He represents the state of things as 
exceedingly trying but hopeful.
Austin, the capital of the Republic, 200 miles in- 
and, has been visited by Rev. Mr. Ives, who repre- 
.er»tsits claims for immediate aid as very strong.— 
ylay we not hope that among those who are willing 
o endure hardness as good soldiers, one at least may 
,e found ready to occupy that important post early ?
CINCINNATI & LOUISVILLE.
SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1841. td 
‘gZhe form anti pressure of tJ)e 2Tfme.”
v PRAYER l'OR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, AND ALL IN CIVIL AUTHORITY.
O Lord, our heavenly Father, the high and 
nighty Jiulcr of the universe, who dost from thy 
hrone behold all the dwellers upoti earth; most 
icartily we beseech thee, with thy favor to behold
nid bless thy servant, the President of the Uni­
ted States, and all others in authority; and so 
•eplcnish them with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
hat they may ahvays incline to thy will, and walk
ii thy way: Endue them plcnteously with heaven-
y gifts; grant them in health and prosperity
mg to live; and finally, after this life, to. attain
rcr lasting joy and felicity, through Jesus Christ
ur Lord. amen.
NAUGURATION OF WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON TO 
THE PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED STATES.
The simple republican ceremonial of administering
tie oath of office to the President-elect in the capi- 
,1 at Washington, took place on the 4th inst., in the 
resence of a vast concourse of people from every 
jetion of our country. A new administration of 
he great trusts of our government commenced on 
hat day. From the general tone of the Inaugural 
iddress, (a document of too great length for our col- 
inns,) and from our knowledge of the private 
zorth and unbribed integrity of principle and char* 
cter of the incumbent of this high office, and the 
ble cabinet which he has associated with him, we 
lave high hopes of a wise and good administration.
We take pleasure in annexing to this brief notice, 
ne of the concluding paragrapiis of the Inaugural 
Address. We trust it was not uttered merely as a 
becoming expression:
I deem the present occasion sufficiently important
.nd solemn to justify mein expressing to my t'ellow- 
dtizens, a profound reverence for the Christian reii- 
fion, and a thorough conviction that sound morals, 
eligious libeity, and a just sense of religious respon- 
dbility are essentially connected with all true and 
asting happiness. And to that good Being who has 
dessedus by the gifts of civil and religious freedom 
—who watched over and prospered the labors of our 
"athers, and has hitherto preserved to us institutions 
a'r exceeding in excellence those of any other people 
et us unite in fervently commending every interest 
>f our beloved country in all future time.
IVAR----OUR RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN.
We do not believe there will be war—thoug’nsome
>f our leading presses think it becoming to ‘ put on 
i bold front.’ Let us take care that we do not pro­
voke war by a bold front. England is flushed with 
tier conquests in the East, and is herself putting on 
i bold fro nt. toward every part of the world not alrea­
dy subject to her sway. Let us take care that we do 
lot forget as a Christian nation, the high policy and 
duty,—if it be possible, and as much as licth in us, to 
live peaceably with all nations-.
The two questions which at present disturb the 
harmony of our international relations, are under­
stood by most of our readers to be, the McLeod case, 
and the North-Eastern Boundary; both Corifessedly 
difficult of adjustment. With regard to the latter— 
the North-Eastern Boundary, as we leain from Mr. 
Buchanan’s recent statement on the floor of the Sen­
ate, the two governments have agreed upon the main 
points of a Convention for the final adjustment of the 
question.
The Caroline question and McLeod’s safely, are 
how the turning points.
It appears from the latest advices by the President, 
that the subject has been brought before the British 
Parliament, and pretty freely discussed. The tone 
of debate appears cooler than might have been ex­
pected, and we augur nothing very alarming from 
any thing that transpired In the progress of the dis­
cussion.
The ministers evidently understand the subject, 
rind though for party ends, a good deal of dust may 
be raised, there is, we think, little occasion to fear 
that our present amicable relations will be distur­
bed.
Should the despatches brought out by the President 
for Mr. Fox, and from Mr. Stevenson, contain any 
thing of a more embarrassing nature touching these 
difficulties, there is little doubt that Mr Clay of 
Kentucky; will be sent as Special Minister to Eng­
land. From his diplomatic ability and his pacific 
disposition; we have every thing to hope;
CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE.
We are ardent friends of the temperance cause on 
the basis of the Scriptures, and of wise associated 
action for the suppression of intemperance. An ef­
fort is being made at present in this city (Cincinna­
ti,) to bring the force of associated effort to bear 
Upon the evil,—which lias in the main our heartiest 
sympathies. Yet we should fail to speak with that 
measure of independence which we propose to our­
selves upon all matters of this nature, if we did not 
say, at this stage of the proceedings, that some 
measures have been already adopted, which have not 
our approval, and which we believe are likely to pre 
judicc the cause in the end. The effort to 'electrify 
the public mind, as the Temperance organ of this 
city hath it—we have no faith in. Moral galvanism is 
just about Ss available for imparting a vigorous tone 
to public opinion on the subject of temperance and 
intemperance, as the galvanic battery to impart the 
principle of life to a dead body. Mete and there a 
muscle will move, and perhaps a sepulchral smile 
play upon the lip—and the eyelid be half raised: but 
the profound slumber of death cannot be broken in this 
way. The muscles will still remain rigid, and the 
lips cold and passionless, and the eye sealed and with­
out ‘speculation.’ Let us not taik then of, electrify­
ing the public mind—it will only relapse into pro­
founder indifference to this crying sin and curse of 
our species. Away with the cant vocabulary used 
for temporary excitement, and come to the work in 
the calm might and the stanch resolution and with 
the associated phalanx of all good men and true,
THE GOING-DOWN-ISTS.
We understand that our historical article of last 
week upon the rise and progress of the sect of Go­
ing-down-ists,has been supposed to be susceptible of 
‘private interpretation.’ It is a rule in Homilites to 
be discriminating without personality,—a rule which 
not to invoke the aid- of legislation in another fif-| holds good in every species of writing designed to
teen gallon law experiment, or by the ‘brute force' 
of opinion—little better than the brute force of the 
mob, to batter down a few' coffee houses, but let the 
cause be redeemed from the hands of political party 
zanship and maneuvering, and brought up upon the 
high and broad ground on which all can cordially 
unite heart and hand in a bold and steady onset upon 
the evil,—and we hazard the remark, that a force of 
enlightened public opinion, of efficient and steady 
action may be brought to bear upon the evil, which 
will do unspeakably more than any galvanic battery 
that can be brought from the laboratory oi those 
schooled in this particular branch of the science of 
producing given results for a given end.
Let the cause be wholly dissociated from all party 
relations—if at this stage it be possible—let the cir­
cular catechisms sent to the clergy be respectfully 
folded up—let great reliance be had upon calm and 
earnest associated effort, and still greater upon indi­
vidual effort, let good men learn on this pregnant 
suoject, that the platform is a good place to talk 
and pass resolutions, and the streets and lanes of 
our city a good place to Work, and go about doing 
good in the actual labor of exterminating the evil;— 
let ultraism—and proscription of those who do not 
interpret the theory of Christian temperance exactly 
as we do, and all violent speech and violent measures 
be done away with, and let the leal lovers of this 
cause, as a great and almost vital branch of Christian 
morals, be called upon every where, and if you will, 
the pulpit and the bench and the bar, be invoked, not 
in a printed catechism calling for categorical an­
swers, but in a temperate, dignified, earnest appeal 
and truthful showing of the mournful and growing 
evils of intemperance in our city, and we shall speed­
ily witness something that will deserve to be called 
a reformation among us, and that will go on in its 
reforming process till thework be accomplished.
THE BRITISH CRITIC—AND THE UNITED STATES.
This Oxford Quarterly, conducted with distin­
guished learning and ability, and at present, we may 
say, with the most studious care to make every arti­
cle tell, in a direct or indited way, as a tract for the 
times,—in speaking of the American Union, com­
pares it with the ‘Trades Union,* and other radical 
associations of England, which it represents as ha­
ving become at length thoroughly ashamed of each 
other and of as.
‘ The disastrous gloom,’ says the Reviewer, (sub­
ject, Dr. Channing’s works—Art. VII.) which has 
gathered over the character of the [American-] Un­
ion, has, of course, helped to cloud the reputation 
and authority of every American writer, so far as he 
seems a real American, and unless he Can claim the 
benefit of some happy exception. ‘Dr. Channing,’ 
he continues ‘ being more purely and entirely an 
American than any other of his generation, basin 
consequence completely sunk below the hoiizon of 
publicopinion, more totally, we should say, than he 
deserves. The nation and the prophet have gone 
down Zoe-ci/teT; equally bankrupt anddiscarded.’[l] We 
envy not the American divine who can so far com­
promise his dignity and his duty to himself and his 
country as to call this also ‘the loving spirit of Ox­
ford I The loving spirit! Yes. It is that which 
would make us ashamed ofour world-honored nation­
ality, and the glory of our Protestant faith and desig­
nation—end make us take up in its stead, with the 
desecrated Shobboleth—‘ Catholic’—which in its 
new use is daily becoming the synonyme of mere 
Oxfordism. No. Shame on the American—shame 
on the Protestant Episcopalian of the United States, 
who, having drunk the poison, administered at first 
with reserve—but with reserve no longer—-4s begin­
ning to fancy every thing loving and godly that 
comes from Oxford- IFc shall see.
DEATH OF DR. OLYNTHUS GREGORY.
The decease of this eminent Christian layman, 
late Senior Professor of Mathematics in the Royal 
Military Academy, took place at Woolwich Com­
mon, on the 3d of Feb.
Dr. Gregory was a devout communicant of the 
Baptist denomination, and for many years an inti­
mate personal friend of Robert Hall. He enjoyed 
also the friendship and confidence of many eminent 
members of the establishment and of sever­
al of our own church who greatly loved and honored 
him.
We hope to receive from Bishop Mcllvaine,to whom 
he was known as a friend and correspondent, some 
appropriate notice of his worth.
DEATH OF JUDGE BARBOUR.
Phillip P. Barbour ofVirginia, one of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, was 
found dead in his bed in Washington City, on Wed­
nesday morning of the week before last, at nine 
o’clock. He engaged in his judicial lunctions on 
Tuesday and retired in bis usual health.
Judge Barbour entered Congress, in the House of 
Reprentatives, ih the year 1814, and soon signalized 
himselfby considerable ability in debate. He re­
mained in Congress for a number of years, during a 
part of which time he filled the honorable office of 
Speaker of the House. Since retiring from Congress, 
his life bad been devoted with great assiduity to the 
judicial duties which he had been called to perform.
MARSHAL SOULT AT THE COFFIN OF NAPOLEON:
The following anecdote affords almost the only de­
cided evidence of heart we have seen in connection 
with the funeral of Napoleon. It is related by the 
London Times.
You are aware that the convoi reaehed 
Courbevoie on Monday afternoon. In the 
night of that day two men en bourgeois, or, 
if you will, in plain clothes, presented them­
selves on board the Dorade steamer. The 
elder of them desired leave to approach the 
Imperial remains. He was refused, but a 
whisper from him to the officer in command, 
produced an immediate change. He was in­
stantly admitted, and ushered to the platform. 
He gazed for a moment, fell heavily on 
his knees, and, burying his face in his 
hands, and resting both on the foot of the 
coffin, he remained for twenty-five minutes, 
weeping and in prayer—the former certainly, 
for his face, was deluged with tears. When 
at the end of that time he attempted to rise, 
whether from emotion, or that he was be­
numbed by the dreadful severity of the night, 
or from both causes together, lie was unable, 
and was obliged to call for the assistance of 
some seamen who were at hand, wondering 
at tlie spectacle, and who now found it was 
Marshal SoulL He took his departure as 
quietly as he had made his entry, begging, 
however, that the story should not go abroad; 
but there were too many present, it seems, to 
expect that none would be indiscreet? One 
at least was, as from an eye-witness I have had 
these particulars.
to reform the lives and manners of men. Under the 
most faithful and searching preaching, nothing is 
more common than for the vilest sinners, if they 
have any conscience left, to think that they are par­
ticularly aimed at by the preacher—whereas, the 
truth is simply doing its office, and bringing their 
personal sins to remembrance. We suppose this to 
be the casein the present instance, and regard it as 
a somewhat hopeful indication.
We consider all Going-down-ists as assassins of 
the deepest moral guilt, and since in the present state 
of society, there is no tribunal, at which by process 
of law, they can be convicted and sentenced to the 
gibbet or even the tread-mill, we intend, in the fear 
of God only, and in all fidelity to the public weal—to 
try the potency of‘moveable types,’ upon the sect— 
and if they continue unhung or uniread-milled by 
enlightened public opinion, it shall be from no crav­
en or recreant spirit of ours.
[By an inadvertency of the press the name of a 
distinguished Rabbi of the sect—Diogenes, of the 
Tub, was printed Diogenus. The said Diogenes 
may be considered a sort of Head Master of 
the Mediaeval era of Going-down-ism. Would 
that his followers might all affect the philosophic 
tub. We marvel they are not ashamed of open day 
light]
D HAUTVILLE CASE.
A Review of this case lias been recently published 
by a member of the Boston bar. We copy the fol­
lowing notice of the case and the Review from one 
of our most discriminating and able eastern exchan­
ges. the Boston Recorder.
Mr. D’Hautville, a citizen of the Canton 
de Vaud, Switzerland, was married to Ellen 
Sears, Aug. 22d, 1837. Miss Sears was a 
daughter of David Sears of Massachusetts. 
The marriage took place 1838. Mrs. D’Haut- 
ville, with her husband’s consent, came to 
Boston, on a temporary visit; and in Sept, 
following gave birth to a child, whose custo­
dy Mr. D’Hautville claims. Mrs. D’Haut­
ville refuses to return to Switzerland, or to 
surrender the child. The case had been 
argued and determined,’ in Philadelphia, 
against the claim of the father, and the infant 
son is left at present to the sole care of its 
mother.
The ‘Review’ of the case purports 16 be 
from the pen of a member of the Boston Bar, 
who lias ‘no personal knowledge of any of 
the parties to this unhappy controversy.’ It 
enters into an examination of the ease with 
much spirit, and shows with great force of 
reasoning, and an abundance of ‘legal author­
ities’ that the decision of the cour" is in direct 
conflict with the principles of common law, 
statue law, and Divine law; and that it goes 
directly to undermine the foundations of civil 
society, and encourage immorality. We 
have been deeply, though sadly, interested in 
the perusal of the article, as furnishing an­
other dark picture in addition to all we have
seen before, of the corrupting influence of 1S one ^em the pregnant mother of mis­
chief, whose last begotten imp is ‘the integrity 
and independence of the Ottoman empire.’— 
Westminster Review.
pride, wealth, and ostentation, over the purest 
and strongest affections of our social nature. 
D’Hautville’s character appears throughout, 
amiable, manly, and free from reproach. The 
character of his wife, when left to act for her­
self, appears not unlovely—but when brought 
under the controlling influence of injudicious 
friends and advisers, she acts like one equally 
void of the fear of God, the love of her hus­
band, and regard to the inevitable consequences 
of her untoward conduct, to her child and 
herself.
LATE FROM EUROPE.
The Steamer President arrived at New York, on the 
4th inst. having left Liverpool on her stated day, the 
10th Feb.
The political intelligence is important and inter­
esting. The Caroline and McLeod affair occupied 
Parliament on the 8th Feb. The tone of discussion 
as we have elsewhere stated, was in the main cooler 
and more courteous than might have been expected.
It appears evident however, that the burning of the 
Caroline is justified by the Queen’s government, and 
consequently that the government feels itself bound 
to protect the person and life of McLeod. Still we 
have no apprehensions of war. It is too late in the 
Christian day to rush into the atrocities of war, with­
out first trying the efficacy of pacific negotiation. 
This will be tried by both governments, and the is­
sue will be enduring peace.
Among the passengers, are bearers of despatches 
to the British Minister, Mr. Fox, and from our Min­
ister at the court of St. James, Mr. Stevenson.
The advices from China are to Nov. 3rd, and show 
that Chinese art has outwitted British sagacity. The 
position of things in China remains essentially the 
same as before the negociations, and the most gloo­
my apprehensions as to the final result, are enter­
tained. The Chinese are gaining time, and the ne­
gociations will doubtless be protracted by every ar­
tifice common to Chinese diplomacy. It appears to 
be the universal opinion of the British press, that the 
admiral has committed the gravest error in with­
drawing his forces from the immediate neighborhood 
of Pekin, and that he lias been the dupe of the Chi­
nese commissioners, in these movements. The ad­
miral was still at Chusan, whioh continues to prove 
extremely unhealthy for the British forces garrison­
ed there.
India.—The intelligence from India is generally 
pacific, no event having occurred since the last 
dates of much political importance. Aft'ghanistan 
remained tranquil. The news from Khiva and Cen­
tral Asia was of a satisfactory character; and, al­
though the Punjaub was the scene of innumerable 
intrigues, the force stationed upon the frontier 
would probably be able to protect British interests 
from the designs of either of the pretenders to the 
throne. Some doubt seems to be cast upon the 
authenticity of the story as to tiie decease of the 
two last sovereigns of Lahore. Curruck Singh is 
said to have died of poison; and the means by which 
the death of his heir, Nao Nehal Singh, was brought 
about, appear to be yet unknown, although there 
was but little doubt but that both father and son 
were the victims of a conspiracy, in which Deehan, 
the minister of both sovreigns, was the chief.
An action had occurred in Seine, on the 1st De­
cember, at Kotriah, between 4000 Belooches, posted 
among the hills, and commanded by Nusseer Khan, 
900 Sepoys, 60 irregular horse, and two field pieces, 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Marshall. The 
Sepoys attacked the position, and desperate defence 
was made by the Belooches till four of their chiefs 
and five hundred men were slain. Six other chiefs 
and one hundred and thirty-two followers were taken 
prisoners. Nusseer Khan escaped on foot, but all 
the baggage, &c. were captured by the British, who 
only lost one officer and ten privates; thirty more 
were wounded:
Advices from Madras state that Major General 
Sir. Hugh Gough was to proceed to China in her 
Majesty’s ship Cruiser, to take the command of 
the land forces on that coast. It is believed that the 
Chinese traders would take advantage of the posi­
tion of affairs to organise an extensive smuggling 
trade through Macao.
The King of Hanover, appears to be ac­
ting the tyrant as fully as ever. He has 
just published an ordinance forbidding all 
persons to manifest any approbation or disap­
probation at the theatre, in a loud manner.
turkey and egypt. four days, four hours each day, in the case of
If governments knew themselves what they Gen. Gratiot; and VI alter Jones, Esq., took 
meant, and seized the fit occasions to give effect three day§ to reply. Senator A', alkcr, of Miss., 
to their meaning, politics, would not be the chaos has been arguing three days opening the great
of absurdities and contradictions which they 
are.
An empire which, some hundred years ago, 
was great, alarming, invading, conquering, has, in 
the course of irresistible events, been tottering to 
pieces. The Turkish power, which was long the 
terror of the Christian world, has, under the weight 
of its own corruptions and oppressions, been grad­
ually sinking into helplessness. Some provinces 
have been wrested by ambitious neighbors, others 
have fallen into uncontrolled anarchy; some have 
become mere deserts by depopulation, and decay; 
some have been emancipated from the Osmanli 
intruders by the more vigorous hands of their na­
tive races; while others have been Separated by 
negotiations and protocols, though left seeming­
ly connected by the flimsy thread of dependence 
upon Ottman sovereignty.
Whatever may have been the policy, it has 
been the practice of the various states adjacent 
to the Turkish empire to seize upon and to ap­
propriate such portions as they could detach, and 
either to make them integral parts of their own 
dominions, or to break up the influence of Turkey 
by the establishment of independent govern­
ments, as in Greece, which boldly and at once 
threw off the Ottoman yoke—or, as in Wallachia 
and Moldavia, of protectorship, which more steal­
thily, but not less effectually, removed it.
In this course Russia has been by far the most 
voracious of the vultures that has preyed upon 
the Ottoman carcase. France has possessed her­
self of no small share by seizing Algeria; Austria 
has crept, somewhat sluggishly, but effectively, 
down the Danubian provinces; and Great Britain, 
only the other day, for her own covenience, stole 
Aden, the most important sea port of Ara­
bia.
But suddenly, and as if by magic, all these rob­
ber powers turn round, and gravely—ay, gravely 
—talk of ‘the independence and integrity of the 
Ottoman empire.’ This, as they tell us, is to be 
the only foundation—this is discovered to be the 
only sound foundation for the future policy of 
Europe—‘the integrity and independence of the 
Ottoman empire under the reigning dynasty.’ 
This is a principle upon which Europe is agreed; 
come storm, come sunshine, come darkness, come 
danger, come what will, for this we are to bar­
gain, for this we are to fight, for this we are to be 
taxed, for this, if need be, we are to be ruin­
ed.
It may-be in vain to remind our statesmen 
that politics, like paupers, have their tattered gar­
ments, and that very elaborate patching may but 
make the rent worse.
Would a wise man undertake to expose the 
maxims of folly which, under the name of wis­
dom, have; when adopted as rules for political 
guidance, been the cause of discord, delusion, 
and misery, he would render most acceptable 
service to the human race. ‘Balance of power’
The Murder near Sparta, Ga.—The Augusta 
Constitutionalist says:—The negro man named 
Riker was tried in Sparta on Thursday last, for 
the murder of Mr. Petigrcw, and found guilty. 
He was sentenced to be hung on Friday next. 
We have been informed that he has made some 
confession, implicating a while man in the neigh­
borhood, and divulged, plans laid to take the lives 
of two white men supposed to have money; one 
of whom is a Kentuckian and the other a citizen 
of Sparta. It seems that the Kentuckian had 
been apprised of the design against his life and 
money, and was upon his guard. He is yet in 
Sparta, and states that he had observed rigns that 
satisfied him, that an attack upon him had been 
meditated, and that information communicated 
had been of service to him.
We are also informed that examination and 
investigation were still going on in Sparta, and 
that some more goods have been discovered, 
known to have belonged to stage passengers.
New-York Orduncc.—The following summary 
includes the bulk of the Ordnance, Arms and 
other Munitions of war, the property of the State 
of New York.
Iron Ordance, from 6 to 32 pounders
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Shipwreck.—On Friday the 5th inst. in the 
morning about four o’clock, the pilot boat United 
States, of Baltimore, Capt. Smith, went ashore 
about three miles to the southward and westward 
of Smith’s Island, in a snow storm, and was total­
ly lost. All hands, seven in number, immedi­
ately taking the small boat, and after much diffi­
culty and danger succeeded in landing safely on 
Cape Charles, saving nothing but what they stood 
in.—Norfolk Beacon.
Shipwreck and. loss of Life.—Charleston, Feb. 
13.—The schooner Julia Warden, Barker, Master, 
which sailed hence on Thursday last for Ashepoo, 
in ballast, with a crew consisting of the crew 
and two men, was capsized on the same night 
inside of St. Helena bar. Captain Barker and 
a negro, belonging to Mr. Turnbull, wefe drown-
this port. The schooner it is thought will be sa­
ved.—Courier.
Number of Inhabitants to the Square Mile.— 
The United States furnishes a population of 14 to 
every square mile of the inhabited portions of 
the country, and 7 to a square mile for the whole 
territory embraced within the limits of the fed­
eral jurisdiction. Contrast this present occupa­
tion of the soil with the population of the most 
thickly peopled portions of Europe, and it will 
be seen that there is ample room for us to increase 
our numerical strength, and not to be crowded 
either. Belgium has 28 to the square mile, Hol­
land 254, and Great Britain and Ireland 206. 
Russia has but 28 to the square mile, iad Swee­
den and Norway only 13. France has 158; Italy 
172; Germany 147/ Austria 127; and Switzerland 
133.
Supreme Court of the United States— 
Extract of a letter to the Journal ot Com­
merce, dated Washington, Feb 15th: ‘I can 
form no judgment whatever of the length of 
the argument in the Amistad case. Most of 
the arguments here run to a prodigious length 
Mr. Gilpin, the Attorney General, argued
constitutional case about the legality of the 
importation of slaves against the prohibition 
in the State Constitution. Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Clay, and Mr. Gilpin are to follow, and all 
this before the Amisted case will be reached. 
Such is the order of the Court. They will 
not suspend the hearing of a case to take up 
the Amistad case. The case referred to is 
on an endorsed note given to a negro trader, 
and the endorsers contest it on the ground that 
the consideration was illegal and void.
Juvenile Delinquents.—The Sixteenth 
.Annual Report of the Managers of the So­
ciety for the Reformation of Juvenile De- 
linyuents.—This Report which was made to 
the Legislature, and to the common Council 
of this city, oil the 1st of January, 1841, 
represents that the whole number of Juveniles 
deceived into the Refuge since its establishment 
in 1825, is 2631. On the date of thereport, 
the number was 238. Received during the 
year 200; disposed of 168. Of those re­
maining there were, White boys 121; White 
girls 66; Colored girls 17. The average age 
of these children is 13 years, 1 month, and 
twenty five days. Of those disposed of, 69 
were indented to farmers, some few to mechan­
ics, and 43 to house-xvifery. The principle 
source from which they were received, was 
the New York police offices; Of the 153 
white children received during the year, there 
were of Irish patrentage, 83; of America, 40; 
of English, 19; and of Scotch, French, Welch, 
and German, 11. The expenses for the year 
were, $17,049 65? the receipts from all sour­
ces, including the balance on hand at the be­
ginning of the year, were $17,965 15. The 
receipts for the labor of the children in the 
different shapes, were $684 39
N. Y. Observer.
Indian Execution.—A young Wyandot 
was executed at Upper Sandusky, Crawford 
County, Ohio, recently for murder. The trial 
was conducted by the males of the tribe assem­
bled in full council, who after hearing the 
testimony, decided that he should be shot, 
which sentence was carried into execution.
Cincinnati Chronicle.
Appointment by7 * * * iithe President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate.
Deputy Postmasters.
William Woartjr'. at Augusta, Maine.
Adrian Hegematl, at Brooklyn, N. York.
Samuel Ritter, at Reading, Pa.
David Cathcart, Dayton, Ohio.
Richard J. Crabb, at Annapolis. Md.
Isham G. Searcy, at Tallahassee, Florida; 
all from the 20th of February, 1841, when 
their present commissions expire;
Elihu W. N. Stafr, at Middletown, Conn., 
in the place of Joshua Stow; whose commis­
sion will expire on that day.
The Theatre in Boston.—The Tremont 
Theatre has been compelled by the force of. 
circumstances to take a step which can only 
be regarded as preliminary to a final winding 
up of its doings. Its regular announcement 
for Monday is: ‘In accordance with a senti­
ment, which is almost universal, the manager 
has reduced the prices one-half, making them 
the same as of other amusements in the city. 
It is the opinion of many competent judges, 
that this course was the only one which 
could save our Theatre from the fate of the 
leading establishments in other cities, which 
have been closed for want of support.’ This 
‘sentiment which is almost universal,’ is, that 
those who spend their time and money at the 
theatre have ‘paid too dear for their whistle.’ 
The manager has, therefore, concluded to put 
it at half-price, wisely concluding that there 
will be more honor at least, if not more profit, 
in catering for a full house, than with ‘a beg­
garly account of empty boxes.’ One conse­
quence of this change will be that a bill of 
fare proportioned to the price must be furnish­
ed; and another to attract an audience suffi­
ciently coarse and vulgar, and a third to dis­
gust and drive off the better portion of those 
who have hitherto been in the habit of frequen­
ting live theatre..
Christian Watchman.
fl Bright Spot in the Life of an Editor. 
—Major Haughton, of the Boston Atlas, after 
a recent severe illness, was presented by his 
friends with a new and splendid Press, the 
value of which is about hvo thousand dollars. 
The Editor remarks that it is a ‘magnificent 
affair, but the intrinsic value of the present 
is a nothing compared with the kindness that 
prompted the gift.’
Receipts for the Western Episcopal Observer,
Stuce JFebntnrn 27, 1841.
J. R. Dodson, Cincinnati, Ohio, Paid to No. 52, Vol. XI, S2 50
Thos. Yarwood, <4 44 52, 4 XI, 2 50
Wm. Orange, 44 44 52, 4 XI, 2 50
Griffin Taylot, 44 “ 52, 4 XI, 2 50
Mrs. R. Haughton, •» « •• 62, XI, 2 50
Jas. Reynolds, 14 “ “ B2, XI, 2 50
Miss Sarah J. Barker, 44 balance, 44 44 52, xi, 50
Rev. A. Bronson, Peninsula, 44 » •“ Iff, • xir, 3 CO
Mrs. M. T. Dyer, Fulton, Mo. 44 “ 52, ‘ XI, 2 50
Dr. N. TCouns, « 44 44 44 52, 4 XI, 2 50
Rev. D. C. Page, Natchez, Mi. “ “ 52, 4 XII, 5 CO
NOTICE.
The managers of the Louisville Protestant Epis­
copal Orphan Asylum,finding the impression is gen­
eral, that there are as many children under their 
care as can be accommodated, take this method of 
informing the public, that they are prepared to re­
ceive such applicants as come within the design of 
the Institution.
Application to be made to any of the managers.
For Sunday Schools.
A LITURGY: or Manual of Sunday School Devotion and Instruction. Adapted to Ca­pacities of Children. By Rev. Henry Blackalier, 
Rector of Trinity Chflrch, Bridgewater, Mass.
contents.
Nature and Attributes of God.—The omnipresence 
of God; the omrtiscience of God; the omnipetence 
of God; the justice of God; the holiness of God; 
the truth of God; the wisdom of God; the goodness 
of God; the mercy of God.
Works of God.—Creation; providence; redemp 
tion.
Institutions of God.—The church: the sanctuary 
the scriptures; the Lord’s day: the ministry; hap 
tism; confirmation: Lord's supper.
Doctrines, Privileges, and Duties of the Christian 
—Commandments: fall of man; repentance; faith: 
love; prayer; praise; hope; joy.
Christ..—Our prophet; our high priest; our king; 
our example.
Dispensation oj God.—Affliction; death; judgment; 
eternity; heaven; hell.
Pasts and Festivals of the Church.—Christmas; 
Good Friday: Easter Day; Ascension Day, Whitsun­
day; Godhead, or Trinity Sunday.
Occasional Subjects.—End of the year; new year; 
death of a teacher, death of a scholar; Sunday 
schools; missions; duty to rulers; duty to parents/ 
collects.
EXPLANATION OF CONTENTS.’
It has been the author’s aim to give a consecutive 
view of the doctrines, duties, privileges, arid institu­
tions of Christianity, and of those of our church iir 
particular. To such a scheme, the improvement of 
each Sabbath in the year was favorable. His aim 
has been to state what he conceives to be the obvi­
ous sense of Scripture, while he has endeavored, in 
consideration of their design and use, to give them 
all the interest he could by making them simple but 
not puerile; illustrative, but not low.
The limit assigned in each exhortation, as will be 
perceived, admitted of little more than a simple ex­
position, illustration and improvement of the sub­
ject,—a plan, disadvantageous in some respects, yet 
favorable, as lie conceives, to'the incipient develope- 
nients ot the mind, by clearing the view of all ex­
traneous matter, that especially whidh is purely 
speculative. The canticles take a peculiar form 
iroin the wish to commit the heart of the child to 
expressions before God, which, under the divine' 
Spirit, might serve to impress more vividly, and se­
cure more lastingly in the mind, the trulh on each 
Sabbath declared. He has not restricted himself td 
the language of David, for want of matter sufficient­
ly pertinent to his design, hut he conceives that the 
use of the ‘Te deum,’ and the ‘Benedicite,’ in the 
church services, supports him in the latitude he has 
taken in their construction;
In Dialling the canticle and subsequent prayer 
mutually refer to the truth stated in the exhortation 
he designs that the association in the child’s mind 
shall be, if possible, sufficiently striking to leave a 
comparatively clear conception bl what it has been 
taught.
I i the prayers the author has desired to make use 
of the language Of the Book of Common prayer; 
where he possibly could; wherein he has failed; he 
has aimed at some humble imitation. Besides the 
appropriate Use of the book, it is respectfully sug­
gested to parents whether it might not be used as 
a Sabbath evening exercise with their children td 
some profit; especially on those Sabbaths when the' 
children have been prevented by the weather, or any 
other cause from attending school.
The above excellent work or Sunday Schools tnaji 
be had at the Bookstore of ISAAC N. WHITING; 
Columbus, at $2, 75 per dozon or 31£ cents each.
Cotton Wrapping Twine.
FOR sale by D. K. CADY:March, 6, 1S41.
I. OT. BISSKJL L,
E X C H A N G E BROKER,
West Third Street,
Feb. 1841. ©[ncutnntfl (Dljio.
<nold and Silver.







CONSTANTLY purchased knd for sale by,I. M. BISSELL. West Third Street.
Sperm Oil.
UST received a superior article of Bleached 
Winter Strained Oil, ekpressly for Fatnily use.
For sale by
D. K. CADY.
Corner of Walnut and Fifth Streets.
A
Molasses.
Few Barrels Sugar House Molasses.
For sale by
D. K. CADY.
Corner of Waliiut and Fifth Streets
Hoftey.
SUPERIOR Strained Hohey,For sale byD: K. CADY.
Corner of Walnut and Fifth Streets?
Wool.
E are purchasing clean washed WOOL, and 
paying for it in cash, or dry goods boots and
shoes, at whblesale. ,
J. D. 4* C. JONES:
Cincinnati, Feb. 17. 19 Pearl st/eet.
IP A H 2 ©o 
MORRILL & TRENER,
Sign, House and Ch-namcntal Painters, (ind Glaziers.
PARTICULAR attention paid to repainting gentlemen's residences with neatness and dis­patch.
For sale, Mixed Paints, Glass, Putty, Varnish,
Turpentine, Oil, &c.
Shop on West Fourth Street; betweem Main and
Walnut,three doors east of St. Paul’s Church. 
Cincinnati, Feb. 10, 1841. 7.3m
HAVING OPENED AN OFFICE IN
Lioscvs’ It oto, ESETcst (of
IS rREFARED TO EXECUTE TO ORDER ALL D ESCRIFT1ONS OP
Book anti 3 oh
iit n neat Mylc, with accuracy and expedition*




MIE preparatory department of this ihstitution 
will be opened for the reception- df students 
on thefirst day of January, 1841.
The following extracts from the address made by 
Bishop Chase at the laying of the corner stone of 
the chapel and school house, will be explanatory of 
the character of the institution, arid of the course 
of studies which will be mainly insisted upon:
‘Man being immortal, to make him wise for this 
world is not worth the pains, bat to make him wise 
unto eternal life is worthy of all efforts. This is the 
great truth which formed the basis of the motives 
and prompted to the preseftt'urtdertaking, and with­
out which the same would never have been made. 
The nature of the institution whereof the founda­
tion and comer stone is riow to be laid, is theologi-- 
cal—its end is the salvation of the souls of men 
means of a Christian education. It is to be a scIiooF 
of the prophets—ministers of the Gospel are to be’ 
trained here. Thid is its primary object, and with­
out attaining this it fails of its end, which end, there­
fore, is never to be emerged in any other. Persons 
of all liberal professions in the arts and sciences are 
also to be taught here, provided they be willing to 
be taught the religion of the God of Christians— 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost—-the Eloirn—the 
Jehovah.'
In furtherance of these views of She founder, con 
stant and unremitted efforts will be used, not mere­
ly to develop the intellectual faculties, but also to 
cultivate the moral and religious affections: all stu­
dents therefore will receive daily instruction from 
the Bible, and attend the services at the chapel.
The course of the students in the arts and sciences 
will be extensive and thorough; embracing the lan­
guages, mathematics, philosophy and belles-lettres.
All students will board with the teacher, and be 
come for the time being members of his family— 
thus securing a constant and parental supervision.
terms.
The Academical year will be divided into two ses­
sions of twenty weeks each. Forty dollars per ses­
sion will be charged for board and tuition.
Bed, bedding and towels, in all cases must be fur­
nished by the student.
Washing and lights furnished by the institution1 
and charged at reasonable prices.
All books and stationery furnished by the institu­
tion; to meet which expense, ns well as the contin-* 
geneies of washing and lights, the sum of $10 will be 
required in advance.
No student will be received until the current ex­
penses of the session are advanced, viz. $50.
By order of
PHILANDER CHASE, Bishop of Illinois*
Peoria Co., Dec. 7,1840,
44 $tje Western (Episcopal ©bserocr.
®l)c Domestic (Circle.
CONDUCTED BY MARGARET COXE,
Author of the “ Foung Ladiee’ Companion,’’ “ Botany of tht Scriptures” 
“ Life of Wycliffe,” etc., etc.
THE GOD OF THE FATHERLESS AND THE 
WIDOW.
‘A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the wi­
dows, is God in his holy habitation.’ Psalm, 68: 6.
‘Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve 
them alive; and let thy widows trust in me.’ Jek. 
43: 11.
Had a book been kept open in the world, in 
which to register the dealings of God, with the 
widows and fatherless children of his believing 
people, a precious volume would have been filled, 
the contents of which, might have served equally 
to cheer Christians, and to confound unbelievers. 
Though this privilege has not been vouchsafed to 
us, we are often permitted to become personally 
acquainted with many such cases, and to receive 
information on the testimony of others, which 
are strikingly confirmatory of the faithfulness of 
God, in the fulfillment of the promises, to which 
I have referred.
The following narrative, the authenticity of 
which is vouched for, by the Rev. Dr. Krumma- 
cher, of Germany, in his hBstory of Elisha, is one 
of the most remarkable cases of the kind which 
we recollect having seen in print, and we quote 
it for the encouragement of the daughters of God’s 
afflicted people.
‘One Christmas eve during a period of tribula­
tion and affliction, a poor widow lay sick and 
weak upon her bed. The windows glittered in 
the adjoining houses with festive light, and her 
neighbor’s children were rejoicing and exulting in 
their numerous presents. Meanwhile the poor 
forsaken woman continued lying disconsolate and 
weeping on her bed, her heart filled with sorrow 
and care. Her little ones stood silently and 
mournfully around her. Not a morsel of bread 
was left in the house, nor a penny in the cup­
board to procure any. ‘Alas! dear Lord,’ thought 
the poor woman, >how art thou guiding me!’ A. 
profound and painful sigh escaped from her heav­
ily oppressed heart. Suddenly, it was inwardly 
whispered to her, ‘What hast thou in thy house?’ 
‘Ah,’ sighed she to herself, ‘what have I? A few 
empty plates, and that is all!’ Place them upon 
the table, ‘it was said to her further,’ and borrow 
empty vessels from thy neighbors, and not a few.’ 
Observe my dear friends; these were the precise 
words which were whispered to her; not a w ord 
more or less. The widow sighed. ‘What is the 
meaning of it?’ thinks she, and says, ‘Dear Lord, 
see here are my children, in them thou hast emp­
ty vessels; they have neither any thing to eat, 
nor clothes to put on!’ ‘Believe!' was the reply. 
The same moment, the door opens, and a person 
enters, who, after a friendly salutation, lays a 
sum of money on the table, and immediately has­
tens away again. Directly afterwards come 
others, who bring bread in a variety of forms, 
and others again bring meat and provisions of va­
rious descriptions. The plates are already full, 
but still there is no end to the bringing. The 
children are obliged to borrow vessels of their 
neighbors, and not a few of them, and not one 
of them is left unfilled, and linen is brought in, 
and clothes for the little ones and even play 
things for them as Christmas gifts; and still more 
than this, nothing but friendly faces appear, and 
many refreshing expressions of affection and all 
kinds of comforting, sweet and encouraging 
things are spoken. All this occurred in rapid 
succession in the space of a few minutes, and it 
was as if the people had concerted together, and 
yet no one knew of the others intentions. And 
when all was quiet again, and the gifts were ly­
ing on the table, which they covered from one end 
to the other, it seemed at-first to the astonished 
widow, as if only some sweet dream were play­
ing with her soul. But then all that was within 
her exclaimed, ‘Surely the Lord was in this place,’ 
and her heart melted with thankfulness and emo­
tion. At this moment it occurred to her, that 
her late husband had~saidto her on his death bed, 
with his last breath, <Do not weep: only be calm; 
the Lord will be with thee and will not forsake 
thee!’ ‘Ah,’ thinks she, ‘I see now; the Lord 
spake it through his mouth.’ And whilst think­
ing thus,a more joyful confidence was infused into 
her heart, than she had previously felt, ‘that her 
husband belonged to the Lord, and that she would
infallibly meet him again in heaven. It 
seemed to her, as if on a sudden she possessed her 
departed companion again, and from that evening 
a new’ and heavenly bond, connected her with 
his happy spirit. The sick woman now lay un­
der the influence of the most joyful emotions, 
whilst her children, with glistening eyes, skipped 
round the table and contemplated the gifts.
‘Tell me now’ does the Lord appear less in this 
instance, than in the event recorded in our text; 
(2 Kings iv. 1—7,) and was this aid less wonder­
ful and glorious than the latter? And when and 
where did this incident happen? It is a circum­
stance of very recent occurrence, and it happened 
in our own valley, and in the centre of our own 
parish. It took place on the eve of the last 
Christmas festival literally as 1 hav’c related it to 
you. Hitherto it has only beeu known to the 
woman and myself; now you all know it. But 
you must not enquire further after the widow’s 
name. Of what importance is it to you, who 
she is? Plant the fact itself in the garden of your 
recollection. You may also experience days and 
hours in which the invigorating scent of this re­
markable incident, may pleasingly refresh you.’
LOVE OF THE WORLD, AND ITS AMUSE­
MENTS—DANCING.
BY MKS. WILSON, (CAROLINE FRY.)
Continued from pagft 40.
It has been asserted in justification of the prac­
tice of dancing that it Is sanctioned by the men­
tion of it in the Holy Scriptures. I will not be 
so disrespectful as to say, this scarcely deserves 
an answer: our quarrel is not with the word, 
supposing it to he the word,—which in the Old
Testament I believe it is not; we speak of danc­
ing as it is practised in society at the present 
day, which. alone constitutes the practical ques­
tion of a Christian’s duty. Does any one in can­
dor mean to say, that the word translated ‘danc­
ing’ in our Bibles, represents a similar amuse­
ment, enjoyed under similar circumstances with 
those' which now attend it? If so, I can only 
advise a reference to the passages that contain the 
word, with a good comment on the Hebrew text. 
In the New Testament the word is used but on 
three occasions. The example of Kerodias’ 
daughter, I suppose, will be willingly given up; 
the second reference is merely to a proverbial or 
figurative expression,‘1 have piped unto you,’&c. 
the only remaining case is in the parable of the 
prodigal son. Can it be necessary to observe, 
that each particular circumstance of a parabolic 
story is not a moral sanction. No doubt, danc­
ing was then, as it is now, a worldly amusement 
resorted to in seasons of peculiar hilarity. An 
allusion to it as a figure’of earthly festivity, is no 
more expressive of approbation, than when, made 
to the fraud of a steward; or the iniquity of a 
judge. If this should be thought an unnecessary 
statement, indeed 1 should have thought so too, 
if this figurative allusion to dancing had not ac­
tually been produced to me as an argument in its 
favor.
‘But you are fighting a shadow’,’ some one 
will rejoin: ‘no pious person defends the prac­
tice of dancing: no religious woman ever is or 
can be seen in a ball room: it is as much opposed 
to her inclinations as it is to her profession, and 
therefore can need no such remonstrance. We 
are sure that our children if they become religious 
women, will not have any taste for such amuse­
ments: it is not our prohibition that can detach 
their hearts from this world’s pleasures. They 
must try them to know their emptiness: they 
will but long after the things that are forbidden, 
unless they have an opportunity of judging, and 
making experience of their vanity. When the 
grace of God takes possession of their hearts, it 
will detach them from all such pursuits.’— 
Thanks be to God, it will. But no thanks to 
you, if they enter upon that hard conflict, with 
earthly vanities in full possession of their hearts; 
with the habits, and tastes, and fashions of this 
world full upon them; if they have learned its 
language, and become familiarised with its offen­
ces, and been stamped to their heart’s core, with 
its false impressions and perverted images. It is 
not its emptiness or its sinfulness, that young 
people learn on their introduction to the plea­
sures of the world; it is their fitness to gratify a 
sinful nature—their suitability to the desires of a 
corrupted heart. As the child to whom you pre­
sent some food it lias never seen before, will 
hesitate a moment, but, having cautiously tasted, 
devours it with all the relish of a newly discov­
ered treat, and ever after asks for it, so the young 
mind, on its first entrance into life; discovers the 
feast and the appetite together; a stranger hith­
erto to both, but never a stranger afterwards to 
the fitness of the one to gratify the other. It is 
not true that this world’s pleasures have no rest, 
its pursuits no satisfaction, and its pride no charm: 
Satan’s devices are not so ill laid as that. There 
is, in places of public amusement, and in the 
gayer circles of society, all that can stimulate 
and gratify the passions and feelings of the young 
heart. It is only when the cup has been drunk 
out, that it is found an empty one. It is full 
enough, and sweet enough, to the young lip that 
sips, for the first time, of the inebriating draught
But we trust divine grace will bring our cliil 
dren out; will snatch them as brands from the 
fire, and sanctify them to himself, a holy and pe 
culiar people. This is our professed hope; if we 
are sincere, it is our utmost, our only desire for 
the children of our love. And if He should, how 
little will, those children have cause to thank 
their fathers for their unmeet preparation for it. 
Surely, if these parents knew how the images of 
by-gone tilings stay by the imagination when the 
heart lejects them—how they pursue us in our 
devotions, follow us to our knees, follow’ us to 
the very presence of our Maker, disturb our pray­
ers, pollute our offerings, mix their unhallowed 
images with our visions of delight, and cross eve­
ry sunbeam of heavenly consolation, surely they 
would spare to stain the young memory with one
110w needless image of forbidden things. And how 
is it that they do not know? When I think of 
these things, 1 am at a loss. 1 ask myself, if it is 
possible one believer’s heart is so unlike another’s, 
that the memory of folly should be no pain, and 
the habit of sin no fetter, and earthly associations 
no temptation. Can one bear the contact that ano 
tlier shrinks from? one make a jest of what fills 
another with remorse? Is it so easy a thing with 
some to put away the vanity of their minds, 
that it does not signify how long they have in­
dulged it? so difficult to relapse that nothing pre­
sents lo them any serious temptation? I cannot 
tell; but when I hear some people speak with so 
much indifl’ercncc of habits of earth!incss, and 
vanity, and pride, so much uncertainty about the 
places and the things that foster and excite them; 
and think of the remembrance so grievous, the 
burthen so intolerable, which these things leave 
on other hearts: 1 am forced to think there is a 
difference somewhere.
Our remarks have reached to an undesigned 
length, and there is more to say. The ground 
which most serious parents take, is that, not in­
tending their children should make use of danc­
ing as an amusement when they grow up, or be 
allowed an opportunity of doing so, there is yet 
no objection to the learning of it: they will not 
like it the more or the less for being taught. This 
is not true. The capability of doing a thing 
well docs increase the inclination for it; if it be 
a personal accomplishment, the wish for anocca-
sion to exhibit 
curs, ihe temj 
would rather I
when the opportunity oc- 
o make use of it. But I 
stress on the manifest dis-
honesty of the parent in thus acting. Dishones­
ty toward the child, to whose simple perceptions 
it exhibits a practical falsehood, viz: that danc­
ing is at once right and wrong; wrong to be made 
use of when acquired, but right to be acquired at 
great effort and expense; a desirable accomplish­
ment now, a sinful practice hereafter. No art­
less mind can reconcile these contradictions be­
tween the precepts of the parent and their prac­
tice. But above all, it is dishonest towards 
God, it is a contradiction to our prayers, to our 
faith and our truth on behalf of our children. 
We teach them to do. wliat we rely on his grace 
they will not do, and lead them by a way which 
they should not go, depending on his Spirit to 
withdraw them. God may he better than his 
word, hut he lias made no such promise: he has 
not invited the parent to such a trust, nor at­
tached a blessing to such a course; the promise 
which lias been made is forfeited: ‘Bring up a 
child in the way that it should go, and when it is 
old it will not depart from it.’ I think, besides, 
that every thing which a child is allowed to do 
contrary to the profession of godliness, until he 
come of age to take it upon himself, is a breach 
of the baptismal vow, on the part of the sureties 
who have made the profession for him. I ireed 
not remind the parent, that a part of this vow is 
neither to follow nor be led by the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, its carnal or covetous de­
sires.
No believer will venture to argue that any 
thing proved to be contrary to godliness, condu­
cive to sin, and inconsistent with Christian prin­
ciple, can be desirable, much less indispensable, 
to the temporal welfare of our children. I do 
not admit that dancing is necessary to the health 
or the figure, the grace or carriage of a woman; 
but if it is, it does not signify, because these 
must all be sacrificed, if necessary to the princi­
ple of conformity with the divine will: and when 
I recollect that the divine will is ever in accor­
dance with the temporal, as well as spiritual bene­
fit of the creature; I see it to be impossible that 
any thing prohibited should be necessary for the 
welfare of the body or the soul.
There is that to which this accomplishment is 
necessary. And this is the real predicament in 
which we stand: the source of all such difficul­
ties and discrepancies. We have forgotten our­
selves. We have forgotten that the Lord our 
God, ‘assayed to go and take him a nation out of 
the midst of another nation,’ ‘that they might 
know’ that the Lord he is God, and there is none 
beside him;’ and remain a separate people to 
himself for ever. We dream we are in Egypt 
still: obliged by its customs, conformed to its 
fashions, and subjected to its opinions: thence 
the endless conflict between the things that differ 
—things incompatible. We must beasmuchas 
possible like others: we must split a hair with 
principle to avoid needless destinctions: we must 
do as others do, and be what others are, to the Greece. It was built upon the river Aphrodisios, 
utmostpoint that we can stretch our conscience; 1 where Venus and Adonis bathed; and it was at 
and that our children after us may do likew ise, we ol this stream, that the Paphian god
must give them the same advantages, as nearly as 
possible the same education as other children; and 
all this is done as systematically—I had almost 
said as conscientiously, as if the assigned posi­
tion of the children of God, was to be as little 
different and as little distinguishable as possible 
from the nations of the earth, while they remain 
upon it. Was such the destiny of Israel, when 
‘because he loved their fathers, and chose their 
seed after them, he brought them out in his sight, 
with his mighty power out of Egypt?’ Is it an­
swerable to any description of the fold of Christ, 
the spiritual Israel, in the New- Testament? ‘But, 
the world is Christian—things are altered now.’ 
Yes, they are altered, the city that stood once 
upon a hill, its battlements distinct against the 
brightened heavens, of which all that looked upon 
it, far or near, could say that that was it—like 
other cities in these peaceful times, has leveled 
its walls and built beyond its gates, and no one 
knows the boundary, or cares to guard the en­
trance. Who dreams of danger? Doubtless the 
enemy has ceased from off the land. But has 
this peace been made by God or man? When is 
it dated, that we may look for the ratification in 
the word of God? Which passage in Scripture 
contains precepts for our guidance anticipatory of 
such a change, or limits the acts of separation? I 
can find in all the Bible hut one such time fore­
seen: when Christ shall reign overall; when the 
kingdom of this world shall become the king­
doms of our Lord: when the wolf shall lie down 
with the lamb, and the lion with the kid; and 
Satan shall be bound, that he may not deceive 
the nations any more.
To the eye of the common observer, the Evening 
Primrose seems to be nothing more than a pretty 
flower which blooms at night: the philosopher dis­
covers that its fragiant jueies are the delicately pre­
pared food for tribes of insects whose dance is only 
under the twinkling stars or glancing moon; hut to 
the Poet this little flower breaths a further lesson, 
and tells of the silence of night as a fitting time 
when we should unfold to God the blossoms of our 
soul, and pray for an abundant supply of the spirit­
ual dew of heaven.
THE EVENING PRIMROSE.
The sun his latest ray has shed,
The wild bird to his nest has sped,
And buds which to the day-beam spread 
Their brightest glow,
Incline the dew-besprinkled head 
In slumber now.
Then why art thou lone vigils keeping
Pale flower, when all beside are sleeping?
Are not the same soft zephyrs sweeping 
Each slender stem,
And the same opiate dew-drops steeping 
Both thee and them?’
Eve is my noon.—At this still hour,
When softly sleeps each sister flower,
Sole watcher of the dusky bower 
I joy to be;
And conscious, feel the pale moon shower 
Her light on me.
Soon as ineek evening veils the sky,
Aral wildly fresh her breeze flits by,
And on my heart the dew-drops lie,
I feel to live;
And wliat of mine is fragrancy 
I freely give.
Say thou who thus dost question me,
Would’st thou from earth’s dull cares be free? 
O listen and I’ll counsel thee
Wisely to shun 
Tumult, and glare, and vanity
As I have done.
Enter thy closet, shut the door,
And heavenward let thy spirit soar;
Then softer dews than bathe the flower,
On thee shall rest,
And beams which sun nor moon can pour
Illume thy breast. [T/ic Church.
A WORD TO THE SLUGGISH.
Lose this day loitering—’twill be the same story 
To-morrow, and next moie dilatory;
Thus indecision brings its own delays,
/Vnd days arc lost lamenting over days.
Are you in earnest? Seize this very minute, 
What you can do, or think you can, begin it; 
Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it:
Only engage, and then the mind grows heated— 





Continued from page 40.
A glance at the royal cities of Cyprus may in­
terest the reader, and will exhibit the claims of 
this celebrated island to its ancient renown, and 
to the interest of the traveler, who seeks in its 
ruins the recollections of its former splendor, and 
finds hut the evidence of its present decay.
The most ancient of the Cyprian capitals was 
Amathuntum, of Phoenician origin, whose impor­
tance was such, that Eratosthenes, the chief of the 
Museum of Alexandria, wrote its history in many 
books. This work, however, is lost, and few au­
thentic facts are known, respecting the city: but 
it possessed a famous temple, dedicated to Venus, 
where the worship of that goddess was celebrat­
ed, under circumstances which we have no dis­
position to repeat, but which will forever tarnish 
with infamy the memory of the licentious Cyp­
riots. It is indeed hardly credible that the orgies, 
which the ancient historians describe in all their 
revolting nakedness, should not merely be toler­
ated in any civilized commuity,but that their ob­
servance should be enforced as a religious duty, 
to propitiate divinities controlling the human 
destiny. It is a melancholy proof of the insuffi­
ciency of reason to check the force of the pas­
sions.
In the temple of Adonis, at Amathuntum, was 
left, asa precious relic, the famous collar of Eu- 
philus, given by Hercules lo Hermione, the wife 
of Cadmus. And one of the local traditions 
made this city the place of the temporary resi­
dence of Theseus and of Ariadne, and of the 
death and burial of the latter. Richard Cceur de 
Lion, in his conquest of Cyprus, destroyed Ama­
thuntum, whose ruins yet exist, and make part of 
the little seaport town of Limasol.
Another of these cities was Paphos. Its foun­
dation ascends to a period anterior to the capture 
of Troy,and contemporaneous probably with Da- 
naus, Cadmus, and Cecrops, and with the migra­
tion of the Phoenician and Egyptian colonies to
dess first reached the land, after her birth upon 
the waves. In the course of time the old city 
fell into decay, and a new Paphos was built at 
some distance; but the former preserved its sanc­
tity, and was visited in an annual solemn pro­
cession, which was yet maintained in the time 
of Strabo.
The intendance of the temple was preserved in 
the family of Cyniras, the founder of the city, till 
the conquest of the island by the Romans, when 
Cato, the Proconsul, offered this charge to Ptole­
my, as a situation at once honorable and lucra­
tive.
To the north of Amathuntum was Citium,the 
site ol which is now occupied by Larnica, the 
most important port of the island. This city 
claimed a Phoenician origin, and even the honor 
of being founded by Belus,* called by some the 
father of Pygmalion. But it may claim a higher 
and a surer honor, as the birthplace of Zeno, the 
founder of the Stoics. His is one of the most 
illustrious names of antiquity. Driven by a 
shipwreck into the Pireus,he studied the institu­
tions of the little republic whose hospitality he 
received, and wrote a book which contained the 
result of his observations. He then established 
a school, and soon found himself surrounded with 
disciples, to whom he taught his doctrines. The 
empire which this sect acquired over the opin­
ions of mankind, is one of Ihe most extraordinary 
facts in the history of the humart mind. Almos 
all antiquity, and many able writers, down to our 
days, have considered its philosophy, or rather its 
speculations, as the highest effort of reason; and 
one of the brightest ornkments of French litera­
ture has lamented its destruction, or more truly, 
its oblivion, as one of the misfortunes in the pro 
gross of intellect. Ab generally happens in spec 
ulative philosophy, the doctrines of the master 
were more rational Ilian those of his disciples. 
Those who succeeded him in the direction of the 
school, refined upon the legacy he left, and push­
ed his principles farther than lie contemplated. 
He taught, as a fundamental axiom, that true fel­
icity consists in a life absolutely agfceable to na­
ture and reason. There was sufficient latitude, 
indeed, for difference of opinion in the enuncia­
tion of this principle. But his successors, with 
academic pride and subtlety, maintained as a co­
rollary, that a virtuous man might be happy in 
the midst of the greatest misery and torment. 
They acknowledged but one God, who was the 
soul of the universe, which they considered as 
the body, and both together’as a perfect being. 
This arrant nonsense passed in the Old World for 
the perfection of reason: the Creator of all things 
was incorporated with his own works, and these 
formed part of their Maker. Apathy, or indiffe­
rence to external circumstances, was the greatest 
virtue: and physical sufferings were to be so con­
quered by moral reflections, that the bed of roses 
of the Mexican Emperor would cease to be a re­
proach to a feebler follower. The truth is, that 
ancient metaphysics were a strange mixture of 
sublime rhapsodies and of puerile absurdities.
After Citium came Malium, of which little is 
known. It was destroyed in the time of the 
Greek kings of Egypt.
But the history of Salamis, now Famagosta, 
has been much better preserved. It filled an im­
portant part In the annals of the island. Tradi­
tion says its foundation was laid by Teucer, the 
brother of Ajax Telamon, who, having been driv­
en from his little kingdom of the isle of Salamis,
* This seems to have been a common denomina­
tion borne by the Phccnician kings. Il was derived 
I from Baal, Lord.
near Athens, by his father Telamon, because he 
did not avenge the death of his brother, sailed for 
Cyprus, with many Greek adventurers who had 
followed his standard at the siege of Troy, and 
many captives whom the subjugation of that un­
fortunate city had put in his power, and estab­
lished himself at this place. In process of time 
it became the most important city of the island, 
and was the last strong hold of the Venetian 
power.
Upon the northern coast of Cyprus, looking to­
wards the rugged shores of Caramania, were two 
cities,—Lapathos, claiming Belus, for its founder, 
and Soli. Little is, however, known of them. 
Plutarch says that each was the capital of a king­
dom. Soli, however, is interesting, as the resi­
dence of Solon, who dwelt here for some time, 
while seeking wisdom in foreign travel. He be­
came attached to its king, Cypranor, and wrote 
an eulogy to his memory. Its name is preserved 
in our word, solecism, which we have borrowed 
from the Greek, and which owes its origin to the 
barbarous pronunciation of the inhabitants of this 
city.
The eighth capital was Kutri, situated in the 
interior, of which little but the name is known. 
The last was Carpassium, upon the eastern ex­
tremity of the island, whose origin ascends to the 
heroic times, and which claims Pygmalion for its 
founder. Who has not heard of his beautiful sta­
tue, and of the miracle by which Venus endowed 
it with life?
These were the nine royal cities of Cyprus, the 
capitals of its kingdoms, which attest its former 
power and opulence, and whose ruins now tell 
the story of its degradation. According to Dio­
dorus and Herodotus, the Cypriots preserved then- 
national independence till the time of Amasis, 
king of Egypt, whose power they recognized. 
The predecessor of this prince, the Apries of the 
Greeks, and the Pharaoh Hopher of the Scriptures 
had landed in Cyprus, and ravaged its cities, car­




Arrangements having been made to publish the 
Gambier Observer and Western Church Journal 
simultaneously at Cincinnati and Louisville, at the 
close of the present volume in December next, the 
paper will thenceforth be continued under the name 
of the Western Episcopal Observer, and printed 
at the Western Church Press, Cincinnati.
The change of location to point so central to 
the West, and so convenient for the early reception 
and rapid diffusion of intelligence, will it is believed, 
greatly increase the usefulness and interest of the 
paper. With a view the more effectually to secure 
these objects, the Proprietor has invited and obtained 
the editorial co-operation of the three resident Rec­
tors whose names are subjoined with his own. The 
paper will therefore, from the commencement of the 
next (the XI) volume be issued under the joint edi­
torship of the subscribers, and printed and published 
as above.
The Observer will continue to maintain and put 
forth with renewed zeal, those leading doctrines of 
the Gospel which it has always held and defended 
as essential to piety of heart and life; and as an 
Episcopal paper, will continue its faithful advocacy 
of the peculiarities ot our communion.
It is the design oftheeditois lo establish such cor 
respondence with the Atlantic cities as will secure 
the earliest religious intelligence: and by a similar 
arrangement at the West, to make their journal a 
vehicle of fresh and authentic information, as to the 
establishment and progress of the Church through 
out the Western Dioceses and Missions.
Chauncey Colton,
* Wm. Jackson,
John T. Brooke, 
Henry V. D. Johns
Tn addition to Ihe above arrangement for (he responsible editorship of llie OB 
SERVER, a department of it has been assigned to ihe pen of the author of tbe 
“Young Ladies’Companion,” the “Life of Wycliffe,” etc. etc. The columns un­
der her charge will be mainly devoted to original matter, or selections from o'the 
sources, chiefly designed to guide and i pstruct youthful minds,—while reference 
will be had to interesting and recreating them by the recital of facts drawn from 
some -of the various branches of Natural History and from Natural Philosophy. 
If is designed to embellish this department of the paper willi occasional pictorial 
illustrations of such subjects as may be supposed particularly inter esling. A por­
tion of Ihe space under the charge of Miss COXE, will be occupied with matter 
more particularly interesting to the female portion of our readers.
Gambier, Ohio, Oct. 29, 1840.
I have seen with great satisfaction the particulars 
of the new arrangement with respect to the pub­
lication editorship, &c., of the Gambier Observer, 
hereafter to be called the “Western Episcopal Ob­
server.’’ It is reasonable to anticipate a great acces­
sion to the value, circulation and usefulness of the 
paper, from so great an accession of strengthto its 
editorial labors. Its publication at Cincinnati and 
Louisville will bring it into very easy connection with 
all ourwestern and south-western dioceses, while its 
pages will afford a ready opportunity for the publi 
cation of whatever internal matters they may sev­
erally desire to show to the public. With an earn­
est hope that the paper will be as well sustained by 
a strong subscription, as it certainly will by a vigor­
ous editorship, I feel the greatest cheerfulness in 
recommending it to the patronage of the communi­
ty-
Char. P. McIlvaine, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Ohio.
St, Louis, Nov. lQlh, 1840.
I cordially concur in the above.
Jackson Kemper,
Missionary Bishop for Missouri, Wisconsin and Iowa, 
and Provisional Bishop of Indiana.
Detroit, Feb. 3, 1841.
I cordially concur in the above.
Same. A. McCoskry,
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan.
Lexington, Ky. Dec. lOf/t, 1840.
The plan of transferring the Gambier Observer to 
a more central point for the whole west, with the 
hope of rendering it, in t ime, what its new name 
imports, ‘ A Western Episcopal Observer,’ meets 
with my cordial approbation; and I shall be ready, 
at all times, to lend a helping hand, in every way in 
my power, to its able editors and conductors.
B. B. Smith,
Bishop of the Diocese of Kentucky. 
TERMS.
The Westers Episcopal Observer will be is­
sued weekly on a double medium folio sheet, on pa­
per fine of quality and with new and handsome type, 
and furnished to subscribers on the following terms: 
$2,50 in advance or $3,00 at the end of six months.
Eiisliop lVI’lIvninCs new work : Oxford Divinity
OXFORD DIVINITY compared with that of the Romish and Anglican churches, with special view to the illustration of the doctrine of 
justification by faith, as it was made of primary im­
portance by the reformers; and as it lies at tiie 
foundation of all scriptural views of the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; by the Rt. Rev. Charles 
P. M’llvaine, D. D., in 1 large elegant8vo. volume.
Theology for the People, in a series of discourses 
on the catechism of the Protestant Episcopal church ; 
by I. P. K. Henshaw, D. D., 1 vol. 8vo., price 
$2,50.
The Primative Doctrine of Election, or an histori­
cal inquiry into the ideality and causation of scrip­
tural Election, as received and maintained in the 
primitive church of Christ; by George Stanley Fa­
ber, B. D., Prebendary of Salisbury, J vol. 8vo. 
price #1,75.
An Historical Presentation of Augustinism and 
Prelagianism from the original sources ; by G. F. 
Wiggers, D. D., professor of theology in the Uni­
versity of Rostock, and translated from the German 
with notes and additions, by the Rev. Ralph Emer­
son, professor of ecclesiastical history in the theo­
logical seminary at Andover, Mass., 1 vol. 8vo. 
price $1,75.
For sale by ISAAC N. WHITING.
January 1841.
ANCIENT CHRISTIANITY,and the doctrines of the Oxford Tracts ; by Isaac Taylor, 1 vol. price #1,50.
Just received, and for sale at the bookstore of
ISAAC N. WHITING. 
Columbus, Jan. 15, 1841.
Boarding and Bay School for Voting Eadi,
CONDUCTED BY MRS. Gt)OCH,
Walnut-Street, (near Fourth,) Cincinnati.
rS''HE course of instruction pursued in this < 
JL blishment includes all the most important 
useful branches of female education, comprisingf 
following studies: The English and French) 
guages, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, Comp 
tion, Ancient and Modern History, Rhetoric,Ph? 
ophy, Astronomy (with the use of Globes), Bq 
Lettres, &c.
Harp, Piano-forte and Drawing, with LandscJ 
and Flower Painting.
Great attention is paid to the deportment, as 
as to the moral and intellectual improvement of 
Pupils.
Terms and further particulars may be known 
personal application or by letter.
References—
Rt. Rev. C. P. McIlvaine, D. D., Gam 
Rev. C. Coltqn, D. D., )
Rev. H. V. D. Johns, < Cincinnati
Sept. 8, 1840.
A Card.—Having been intimately acquainted w| 
Mrs. Gooch for some time past, as an esteeq 
member of my church, and having had ample oppi 
tunities of observing her course as the head 
L emale Seminary, 1 can cordially recommend] 
school, as one of the best 1 have ever met wd 
Mrs. Gooch has been for fifteen years engaged! 
England and in this country in female educatif 
and brings to her responsible profession, a lal 
share of experience, and sound and varied learnij 
Parents entrusting their daughters to her care, 
have every confidence that they will be faithfl 
taught, and kindly watched over, when disengajl 
from study. JI. y. D. Johns,
Rector of St. Paul’s Ch., Cincinn
Sept. 10, 1840.
PUBLISHED, AND FOR SALE BY THE
General Protestant Episcopal Sunday Scbe 
Union.
Depository, No. 28 Ann Street, New York. 
BOOKS OF INSTRUCTION.
Union Primer, per hundred, #q






Catechism No. 1, (Scripture Catechism,) 1' 
Catechism No. 2, (Catechism broken into short 
questions and answers.) do 3i
Catechism No. 3, (Catechism enlarged by Bish 
Hobart,) stiff covers, do 12;
Catechism No. 4, (by Cuming,) do 6(|
Lloyd’s Catechism on the Evidences of the Bi 
, Me, d0
Church Catechism, do
Manual of Short Prayers for Children,
Duty to God, do
Church Primer, do
Sunday-school office of devotion;do 
Sunday-school Psalms and Hymns,
Harmony of the Creeds, ' do 
Questions on the Book of Common PrayerCW. 11 ~ tL- Y>_____  IT I . J ?
do do do 2, do
do do do 3, do
do do do 4, do
Questions on the S S Books, do
First Truths, do
Collects from the Prayer Book, do 
Questions on the Collects, do
Catechism on the Collects, do
Epistles and Gospels from the Prayer Book, 
Questions on the Epistles and Gospels, 2 parts 11 
Bible Companion, 2 vols., do 601
Quest, on St. Matthew, part 1, stiff covers, 12 ! 
do do 2, do 12!
do do 3, do 12!
do The Acts, ], do 12!
do do 2, do 12!
do do 3, do 81.
A discount of 25 per cent, from the above pricel 
is allowed to Sunday-schools auxiliary to the UnioiJ 
library books.
The Protestant Episcopal Sunday School LibrarJ 
63 vols. 18mo.—nett price 20 cents each.
The Juvenile Library, 5 vols. 32mo.—nett pric 
15 cents each.
Address all orders jor Books, and all remittance, I 
John W. Mitchell, Treasurer, or
Daniel Dana, Jr., Agent.
Union Depository, 28 /lnnsJ
The above books are also for sale at the bookstsrj 
of ISAAC N. WHITING,
Columb
IMcIIvaine on .luslificnticn.
SAAC N. WHITING, Bookseller and Publish! 
er, Columbus, has just published Justification 
by Faith; with an Appendix: By the Rt. Re 
Charles P. McIlvaine, D. D., Bishop of the Prot 
Church in the Diocese of Ohio. 1 vol.Price, ban 
somely bound, 37^cts. The work may be had of My 
& Miller Gambier; S. Wells, Newark; A. 1 
Rritchards, Granville; Ed. Lucas &.Co. Cincinnati! 
also, in Philadelphia, at the bookstores of II. llool 
er, J. Whetham, George W. Donohue, and R. Si 
George; Baltimore, at Armstrong & Berry’s 
Washington City, at William M. Morrison’s; Ne 
York, Swords, Stanford & Co., D. Appleton A' 
Co., Gould, Newman &, Saxton, and at the Dep 
itory of the General Protestant Episcopal Sundn 
School Union;New Haven, at S. Babcock’s and Ji 
«fe W. Noyes; Hartford, Spalding & Storr’a am, 
Belknap & Hamersley’s; .Boston, Crocker & Brew 
ster, and James B. Dow’s; Pittsburgh, J. J. Kay 
& Co. .
Columbus, July 10, 1840
r
Christian .Biography. 'I'he Life of Wycliffe.
SAAC N. WHITING, Bookseller and Publish 
er, Columbus, lias just published the Life or
John Wycliffe, D. D. the father of the English Re­
formation, by Margaret Coxe, author of ‘The Young 
Lady’s Companion,’ ‘Botany of the Scriptures,’ 
‘Wonders of the Deep,’ &c. <fec., 1 vol. 18 mo., 275 
pages, neatly bound in muslin ; price 62A cents.
In the present age of Christianity, it is to be feared 
that the youthful portion of our Protestant commu­
nity, may become unmindful of the great advantages 
which they enjoy, and consequently form but inade­
quate conceptions of the trials and conflicts of those 
who were the honored instruments in the hands of 
God, in bringing about the great Reformation in 
England, and of delivering (heir church from the 
cruel bonds of Popery. For these and other obvious 
reasons, it has been thought advisable by many dis­
tinguished Divines, and others, to commence, for 
the benefit of families, Sunday schools, and youth­
ful readers generally, a series of Biographical sketch­
es of the most conspicuous actors in that great con­
test, which was for a long period carried on openly be­
tween the disciples of a corrupted, and a purer form 
of Christianity. And John Wycliffe being generally 
regarded as as the father of the English Reformation 
there is a manifest propriety in commencing 
series of christan biographical works, with his fife. 
The work lias been prepared with great labor and 
care, and should suitable encouragement be given 
in the sale of this volumn, it will be followed by 
others. Each volume will be complete within itself, 
so as to enable purchasers to possess any one of the 
works or the entire series.
January 15 1341.
Oxford Theology,
OR 1 racts for the Times, by members of the Uni­versity of Oxford, in 3 vols. 8vo. Price $5,00.Isaac N./Whiling, Columbus, lias just received 
the complete series so far as published in this coun­
try, of the above celebrated works. Also, Scripture 
Views of Holy Baptism, as established by the con­
sent of the ancient church, and contrasted with the 
systems of modern schools ; by the Rev. E. B. pu. 
sey, D. D., Oxford, 1 vol. 8 vo., price $1,25.
A Letter to the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Oxford, 
on the tendency to Romanism, imputed to doctrines 
held of old as now, in the English church ; by the 
Rev. E. B. Pursey, D. D., 1 vol. 8 vo. price 62j cts.
A Call to Union, on the principles of the English 
Reformation; by Waller Farquhar Hook, D.& D. 
Chaplain inordinary, to the Queen ; price50 cents 
January 15, 1841.
iOcjstcni Obflfi’Ucc
IS PRINTED at the WESTERN CHURCH PRxss 
linger/'How, IVcst Fourth-Street, Cincinnati,
BY THtPItS R. RAmOND,
Terms.—Two dollars and fifty cents, in advance 
or three dollars at the end of six months.
All letters relating to subscriptions, or other busi­
ness matters connected with the press, to be ad­
dressed to the Publisher. Communications for the 
paper should he directed to the “Editors of the West, 
ern Episcopal Observer.’’ Postage lo be pre-paid in 
all cases. n
1 Advertisements, notinconsistent with the general 
character of the paper, inserted on the usual terms.
